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Contact us:
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1 MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

2 WHAT IS SCOUTING?

Scouts have always led the way, been prepared, helped other people, driven to be good citizens, and worked to be
brave. Times like this are exactly why we need Scouting.

The Boy Scouts of America is one of the nation’s largest and most prominent values-based youth development organizations,
providing programs for young people that build character, train them in the responsibilities of participatory citizenship
and develop personal fitness. For more than 100 years, the Boy Scouts of America has helped build future leaders by
combining educational activities and lifelong values with fun.

Thank you for leading and serving as a volunteer leader with the Atlanta Area Council. Over the last year the Scouting
family volunteers came together to keep Scouting strong in Metro-Atlanta. Scouting leaders continue to show strength
and teach our Scouts resilience. The Boy Scouts of America remains the premier organization for developing youth into
values-based leaders in a safe environment.

Strong
Scouting units start with a strong foundation and the Atlanta Area Council continues to invest in this foundation by
providing tools including this Program Planning Guide. A new program was launched in the past year, Scouting on
Demand, and this helps you plan for the ideal year of Scouting.

Scouting Programs & Units
Scouts are organized into various units depending on their age and program. Your unit is chartered to a church, school,
or other group in the community (also known as a Chartered Organization). This group, along with the families and
leaders in the unit, make sure your unit has strong volunteer leaders, a place to meet and exciting things to do.

Cub Scouts

Together

Boys & Girls Kindergarten through Fifth Grade

We will continue to develop young people into leaders and teach the skills they need to successfully navigate life. Thank
you for making a difference and for “Scouting On” during these unique times.

Cub Scouts is a year-round family program that develops ethical decision-making skills for youth in kindergarten
through fifth grade. Activities emphasize character development, citizenship training and personal fitness.
Cub Scouts belong to units called packs. Each pack is divided into smaller groups called dens. A den is a group
of about six to eight Cub Scouts in the same grade and of the same gender. Dens allow Scouts to get to know
each other and better engage in activities that would be difficult to accomplish in the larger pack meetings.
4th and 5th grade dens participate in more advanced activities that begin to prepare them to advance to Scouts BSA Troops.

Scouts BSA

Boys & Girls age 11-18 (6th through 12th Grade)

Tracy A. Techau

Scout Executive/CEO
Atlanta Area Council, BSA

Mike Doss

Volunteer Council Board President
President and CEO
Graphic Packaging International

Louis Todd

Volunteer Council Commissioner
Vice President
Waffle House

Scouts BSA is a year-round program designed to achieve the aims of Scouting through an outdoor program
and peer group leadership. Scouts BSA youth are part of a troop. There are girl troops and boy troops, and they
function independently (though many linked troops do many activities together), allowing for a gender specific
learning environment. Inside the troop, smaller groups, called patrols, are formed and led by the Scouts themselves.
Empowering youth to be leaders is what Scouting is all about.

Venturing

Young Men & Women age 14-20 (8th Grade through Early College)
Venturing is a year-round program for young men and women to provide positive experiences through
exciting and meaningful youth-run activities that help them pursue their special interests, grow by teaching
others and develop leadership skills.

Exploring

Young Men & Women age 14-20 (8th Grade through Early College)
Exploring is a career education program for young men and women who are between 14 and 20 years old.
Exploring is all about helping young adults make more informed decisions about future careers and determining
if a particular career is right for them. Through our program, youth will take part in hands-on career experiences
in fields they are interested in learning more about.
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ABOUT THE ATLANTA AREA COUNCIL
For more than 100 years, Scouting has helped build future leaders by combining educational activities and lifelong values
with fun and adventure in the outdoors. In Atlanta, Scouting continues to improve our families and our neighborhoods by
serving youth in 13 counties in and around the metro region.
The Atlanta Area Council is one of the largest and most successful of the 249 local Scout councils chartered by the Boy Scouts
of America to deliver the Scouting program throughout the country. Our Council is led by a Board of Directors made up of
Atlanta’s top business and community leaders, a professional staff to provide support for local operations and local volunteers
who donate their time and talent to deliver this life-changing program to our local youth.

WHAT IS A DISTRICT?

DISTRICT INFORMATION:
District Contacts:
Appalachian Trail

Pickett’s Mill

Button Gwinnett

Silver Comet

Foothills

Soapstone Ridge

Hightower Trail

Southwest Atlanta

Indian Springs

Southern Crescent

Northern Ridge

Yellow River

770-989-2865 | AtlantaBSA.org/at

770-989-2884 | AtlantaBSA.org/pm2

770-989-2870 | AtlantaBSA.org/bg

770-956-2868, or 770-989-2889 | AtlantaBSA.org/sc

770-989-2872, or 770-989-2864 | AtlantaBSA.org/fh

770-989-2879 | AtlantaBSA.org/sr

770-989-2896, or 770-989-2882 | AtlantaBSA.org/ht

The Atlanta Area Council is divided into 13 geographic Districts. Your District is supported by a volunteer District Committee
and Council professionals called District Executives that give leadership to your Units on recruiting new Scouts, raising money
to continue the Scouting program, training leaders, providing fun activities and coaching volunteer leaders to give you the
best Scouting experience.

770-989-2871 | AtlantaBSA.org/sw

770-989-5989, or 770-989-2860 | AtlantaBSA.org/is

770-989-2873 | AtlantaBSA.org/st

770-989-2883, or 770-989-2891 | AtlantaBSA.org/nr

770-989-2885 | AtlantaBSA.org/yr

Phoenix

AtlantaBSA.org/Districts

770-956-5698 | AtlantaBSA.org/ph
Not able to reach your District Contact? Call the Volunteer Service Center for help directing your communication at 770-989-8820

District Monthly Events:
Appalachian Trail:

Indian Springs:

Silver Comet:

Roundtable | 1st Thursday @7:30 PM
District Committee Meeting | 3rd Thursday @ 7:00 PM
Commissioner Meeting | 3rd Thursday @ 7:30 PM

Roundtable | 3rd Thursday @ 6:30 PM
District Committee Meeting | 1st Thursday @ 7:00 PM
Commissioner Meeting | 2nd Thursday @ 7:00 PM

Roundtable | 2nd Thursday @7:00 PM
District Committee Meeting | 1st Thursday @ 7:30 PM
Commissioner Meeting | 1st Wednesday @ 7:00 PM

Button Gwinnett:

Northern Ridge:

Soapstone Ridge:

Roundtable | 3rd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM
District Committee Meeting | 1st Tuesday @ 7:00 PM
Commissioner Meeting | 3rd Tuesday @ 6:30 PM

Roundtable | 3rd Wednesday @7:30 PM
District Committee Meeting | 1st Thursday @ 7:00 PM
Commissioner Meeting | 2nd Thursday @ 7:30 PM
Eagle Board of Review | 4th Thursday of the month

Roundtable | 2nd Monday @ 7:00 PM
District Committee Meeting | 1st Monday @ 7:00 PM
Commissioner Meeting | 2nd Monday @ 7:00 PM

Phoenix:

Roundtable | 3rd Thursday @ 6:30 PM
District Committee Meeting | 1st Thursday @ 6:30 PM
Commissioner Meeting | 1st Thursday @ 7:00 PM

Foothills:
Roundtable | 1st Thursday @ 7:30 PM
District Committee Meeting | 2nd Thursday @ 7:00 PM
Commissioner Meeting | 3rd Wednesday @ 7:30 PM

Hightower Trail:
Roundtable | 4th Tuesday @ 7:30 PM | Odd months
District Committee Meeting | 2nd Wednesday @ 7:30 PM
Every other month
Commissioner Meeting | 2nd Wednesday @ 6:30 PM
Every other month
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Roundtable | 2nd Thursday @ 7:30 PM
District Committee Meeting | 1st Tuesday @ 7:00 PM
Commissioner Meeting | 2nd Thursday @ 7:00 PM
Eagle Board of Review | 4th Tuesday of the month

Pickett’s Mill:
Roundtable | 1st Thursday @7:30 PM
District Committee Meeting | 1st Thursday @ 7:00 PM
Commissioner Meeting | 1st Thursday @7:00 PM
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Southern Crescent:

Southwest Atlanta:
Roundtable | 2nd Monday @ 7:00 PM
District Committee Meeting | 4th Monday @ 7:00 PM
Commissioner Meeting | 4th Monday @ 7:00 PM

Yellow River:
Roundtable | 2nd Wednesday @7:00 PM
District Committee Meeting | 1st Thursday @ 7:00 PM
Commissioner Meeting | 1st Thursday @ 7:00 PM

BASIC LEADER TRAINING
Youth Protection Training
Youth Protection Training outlines the policies and practices related to how adults interact with
youth as well as how youth are to interact with each other. Youth Protection Training is required
for all volunteers and must be taken every two years. If a volunteer’s Youth Protection Training
record is expired for more than 30 days, their registration will be expired.

Position-Specific (Role-Based) Courses
These instructor-led or online courses are designed to help leaders learn how to effectively carry out their
Scouting roles. To be a “trained” leader, YPT, Hazardous Weather, and Position Specific courses are required.
Online versions of many courses may be found at My.Scouting.org

3 HOW TO SCOUT
THE IDEAL YEAR OF SCOUTING
Providing a year-round, quality, safe, and fun-filled Scouting program should be the goal of every Scouting Unit. The Ideal
Year of Scouting helps you develop an annual program plan, a budget to go along with that plan and a fundraising plan to
reach your program goals. The result is a well-managed, well-financed Scouting Unit.
Determine the types of activities your Scouts are interested in. Schedule these programs throughout the year in a way
that makes sense for your Unit leadership and attracts new Scouts and families.
After you’ve planned your programs, identify the costs associated with each event as well as any ongoing costs
associated with running the Unit. Itemize these and determine a total cost for the Unit and per Scout. This allows you
to fund raise throughout the year with an overall goal in mind. Work with your Unit leadership and District Executive to
determine the best fundraisers your youth can participate in to offset the costs of their Ideal Year of Scouting.

TRAINED LEADERSHIP

SUPPLEMENTAL & ADVANCED TRAININGS
For many leaders, participation in supplemental and advanced training courses significantly enhances
their knowledge and ability in either certain skills or in leadership and team development.
AtlantaBSA.org/SupplementalTraining

First Aid/CPR Trainings
Scouting teaches to “Be Prepared”. All Scouting outings require or at least benefit from adults who have
first aid and CPR training. The Atlanta Area Council offers three levels of CPR training and two levels of
Wilderness First Aid training, all through partnerships with the American Red Cross and SOLO who are
both recognized and reputable providers of first aid training.
AtlantaBSA.org/SupplementalTraining

Powder Horn
Powder Horn is a training opportunity for all Scout Leaders and Scouts 14+ to learn how to add
High Adventure into their Troop, Crew, or Ship. It is conducted over 3 (2 day) weekends and is
held at all 3 of the Atlanta Area Council camps.
AtlantaBSA.org/PowderHorn

University of Scouting

Trained leaders provide a quality, fun-filled program. When leaders understand the “whys” and “hows” of Scouting,
they are more effective in their roles. Trained leaders know how to use the available resources to provide an exciting
and worthwhile program for the Scouts. As a result, Scouts receive a program designed to achieve Scouting’s aims of
citizenship, training, character development and personal fitness.

University of Scouting is a single day training offering over 60 courses designed to meet specific needs as
well as offering Position Specific Training. Courses are designed for leaders at all levels of all programs
and delivered by veteran volunteers. University of Scouting is one of the most beneficial opportunities
for your leadership team to receive the training they need to perform their tasks even better.

The “Trained” emblem is available to all adult leaders who have completed required courses for their registered position.
It is worn on the left sleeve, below and touching the emblem of leadership for which it was earned.

AtlantaBSA.org/University

AtlantaBSA.org/Training

Wood Badge
Often called the “Ph.D. of Scout Training,” Wood Badge concentrates on providing training on
modern leadership skills needed in today’s world. Wood Badge teaches valuable tools in listening,
communicating, conflict management, project planning, leveraging diversity and generational
differences and leading change. Wood Badge is often a transformational experience and among the
most impactful experiences an adult leader can have.
AtlantaBSA.org/Woodbadge
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•

Leaders must ensure that all participating in Scouting abide by the Scout Oath and Scout Law.

•

Adult leaders and youth members share the responsibility for the safety of all participants in the program, including
adherence to Youth Protection and health and safety policies.

•

All leaders are required to adhere to the Scouter Code of Conduct.

•

Whenever possible, separate cabins or lodging should be provided for male and female adults as well as for male and
female youth. Where separate accommodations cannot be provided due to group size or limited availability, modifications
may be made. Where completely separate accommodations are not available, additional supervision is required.

•

Separate shower and latrine facilities should be provided for male and female adults as well as for male and female youth.

•

The buddy system should be used.

•

The use of smartphones, cameras, mirrors, drones, etc., in places or situations where privacy is expected is prohibited.

•

All aspects of the Scouting program are open to observation by parents and leaders.

•

The BSA does not recognize any secret organizations as part of its program.

•

Hazing and initiations are prohibited and have no part during any Scouting activity.

•

All forms of bullying and harassment including verbal, physical and cyberbullying are prohibited.

•

Inappropriate public displays of affection are prohibited.

•

Sexual activity is prohibited.

BSA’s Commitment to Safety

•

Appropriate attire is required for all activities.

The safety of our youth, volunteers, staff and employees is top priority of the Scouting
experience. Youth develop traits of citizenship, character, fitness and leadership during ageappropriate events when challenged to move beyond their normal comfort level, and discover
their abilities. This is appropriate when risks are identified and mitigated.

•

Adult leaders and youth members have a responsibility to recognize, respond to, and report Youth Protection violations
and abuse.

The Scouting program, as contained in our handbooks and literature, integrates many safety
features. However, no policy or procedure will replace the review and vigilance of trusted adults at
the point of program execution. Commit yourself to creating a safe and healthy environment by:

The Boy Scouts of America have developed a number of helpful resources to encourage Safe Scouting including:

SCOUTING SAFELY

•

Knowing and executing the BSA program as contained in our publications

•

Planning tours, activities and events with vigilance using the tools provided

•

Setting the example for safe behavior and equipment use during program

•

Engaging and educating all participants in discussions about hazards and risks

•

Reporting incidents in a timely manner

Helpful Resources
•

The Guide to Safe Scouting | Scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/

•

Age Appropriate Guidelines for Scouting Activities | bit.ly/AgeAppropriateGuidelines

•

Safety Moments | Scouting.org/health-and-safety/safety-moments/

•

BSA’s health and safety guidelines and policies | Scouting.org/health-and-safety/guidelines-policies/

Barriers to Abuse
The BSA has adopted the following policies for the safety and well-being of its members.
These policies primarily protect youth members; however, they also serve to protect adult
leaders. All parents and caregivers should understand that our leaders are to abide by these safeguards. Registered leaders
must follow these guidelines with all Scouting youth outside
of Scouting activities.
•

The chartered organization representative, or in their absence the executive officer of the chartered organization,
must approve the registration of the unit’s adult leaders.

•

Youth Protection training is required for leaders when renewing their registration or at unit charter renewal.

•

Adult program participants must register as adults and follow Youth Protection policies.

•

Two registered adult leaders 21 years of age or over are required at all Scouting activities, including meetings. There must be
a registered female adult leader 21 years of age or over in every unit serving females. A registered female adult leader
21 years of age or over must be present for any activity involving female youth. Notwithstanding the minimum leader
requirements, age- and program-appropriate supervision must always be provided.

•

One-on-one contact between adult leaders and youth members is prohibited both inside and outside of Scouting.

•

Discipline must be constructive.
10
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GROWING YOUR UNIT

Sign Up Events – Anytime

Scouting is more fun with more youth, families and leaders. Engaging more youth in Scouting enables us to spread Scouting’s
values further into our community and make a deeper impact as we “Build Stronger Families Through Scouting”. Cub Scout
recruiting must focus on the family joining – Scout and parents – and can be most successful by peer to peer, family to
family invitations to attend fun den and pack activities. All programs should plan a coordinated membership drive annually.
New Scouts can join any time during the year.
Our Steps to Successful and Sustainable Cub Scout Family Recruiting start with (1) Make a Calendar of Fun Activities and
Program, then (2) Let People Know – Promote Your Program!, followed right on by (3) Recruit More Leaders and Helpers,
and (4) Grow your School and Community Presence, leading to (5) Sign-Up Events: School Sign-Up Nights and Fun Den
and Fun Welcoming Activities Too. Step (6) is More Fun Activities that lead to retaining your signups, plus more growth.

While packs will gain new members through sign-up nights in the fall organized by your District Executive, packs should
also schedule their own fun activities and have your families invite friends and classmates. Dens and packs also have the
opportunity to use spring events and summer day camp to entice new youth and families to the program.
AtlantaBSA.org/SignUpEventsTips

Communication & Information
Regular, clear communication with all pack and den families is critical to helping them feel at home in Scouting. After any
Sign Up Event, have a fun activity for kids with a Parent Orientation alongside to get new and returning parents up to speed
on your pack and dens. And keep the communication going about upcoming activities.
AtlantaBSA.org/NewParentOrientation

AtlantaBSA.org/RecruitingResources

More Activities, Adventure and Outings

Fun Den and Pack Activities

This Guide shares plenty of ideas for pack and den activities and outings. A big part of den activities will be Advancement
toward Rank awards – and the link below will take you to sharable resource pages to help parents and parent/leaders
lead hands-on active Adventures from the Handbooks.

Kids want to know what they will do in Cub Scouting. Parents too. Research shows that the number one “satisfaction factor”
in Cub Scouting is having great outdoor activities. Scouting is Outing, so Get Out and Cub Scout!
AtlantaBSA.org/CubCalendarPlanning

AtlantaBSA.org/CubScoutAdvance

Growing Your Scouts BSA Troop

Promote Your Pack Program
Got Activities? Share them. Make a one page handout listing them, add a QR code for more information – call that your
“Pack Packet”. Share with current families, and empower your parents to share – peer to peer – with friends and classmates.
Leaders can leverage parents to recruit and help onboard new families, because any parent who likes Cub Scouting can
be a welcoming New Member Coordinator for your den and pack.
AtlantaBSA.org/PromotingThePack

Scouts BSA Troop recruiting starts with the same steps of a strong activity calendar (things your Scouts want to do) that
you – and your Scouts – share with others. Scout recruiting is key – that’s the peer to peer recruiting that will cause new
Scouts to stick with your Troop. Almost any of those activities can be a welcoming and joining event, whether it’s a formal
Troop open house or a regular Troop activity or campout. Be sure to schedule campouts and other activities with 5th Grade
Arrow of Light Dens so that they see what Troops do and will want to join you (cross over) in late winter or early spring.
Don’t forget their 5th Grade friends turning 11 years old who will benefit from joining the Troop and going to Summer Camp.
AtlantaBSA.org/ScoutsBSARecruiting

AtlantaBSA.org/RecruitingResources#Welcome

SouthFultonScouting.com/node/4575

Recruting Parent Leaders
Parents are the primary source of Leaders in Scouting – and lack of leaders is the number one reason why families leave
Cub Scouting. Many packs and dens have an “Every Parent Leads” (something) policy, because that’s a key to success.
There are different roles within the Unit that can fit the schedule and interests of any parent or volunteer. The key is to
recruit the right adult for the position, in order to make your Unit as effective as can be. Recruiting leaders is hard and
there is no one way that works every time – but there are many ways that work sometime. See the link below.
AtlantaBSA.org/RecruitingLeaders
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4 PLANNING YOUR PROGRAM
Scouts like to have fun and learn new things, that is what we call program. A good program takes planning and
preparation. Research has shown that a common element of strong programs is a good annual program planned a year
in advance that is then shared with all families as a calendar. Use these ground rules while working on your Unit plan:
•

Respect the views of each other. Listen and don’t interrupt.

•

Keep focused on your task to plan your annual program. Don’t get sidetracked.

•

Write out your ideas so everyone can see them.

•

Be in agreement.

COUNCIL AND DISTRICT EVENTS
District Cub Scout Day & Twilight Camps
The Atlanta Area Council 13 district camps. Over the summer Scouts can attend as many camps as they would like in any
city around the council or virtually. In-person camps include BBs, archery, sports and outdoor skills.
AtlantaBSA.org/DayCamp

Spooky-Ree Family Camping Weekends

COUNCIL CAMPS
ALLATOONA AQUATICS BASE
Weekend Camping
Just north of Atlanta on Lake Allatoona in Woodstock, Allatoona Aquatics Base is 400 acres of lake-front property leased
from the Army Corps of Engineers. This nearby camp is used throughout the year for weekend camping, day trips, and other
Scout outings. Camp Allatoona is a primitive camp with very limited facilities. It is open to camping for Scouts BSA, Venturers
and Cub Scouts. Reservations can be made through the council website.

Spooky-Ree is a fall themed weekend for Cub Scouts and their families. It’s filled with a with fall festival games and activities,
archery, BBs and a campfire program. There are three opportunities at Bert Adams Scout Camp and one at Woodruff
Scout Camp to choose from.

AtlantaBSA.org/CampProperties

CampBertAdams.org/Spookyree

Allatoona Aquatics Base offer multiple aquatics activities! They offer Merit Badge Courses most Saturdays May through
September. Registration for these classes open on January 15 yearly. With appropriate training your unit can also use the
swimming area, check out canoes, kayaks, or rowboats.

Order of the Arrow Trailblazer Adventure Camp
Trailblazer Adventure Camp is a day of fun for Cub Scouts and their families in October at Bert Adams Scout Camp. Fun-filled
events including BBs, archery, advancement opportunities, and more are brought to you by the Order of the Arrow.
CampBertAdams.org/Trailblazer

Spring Family Camping
Spring Family Camp is a Spring Camping opportunity for Families with two dates to choose from one at Bert Adams and one
at Woodruff. Join a fun weekend full of shooting sports, games, activities, STEM and more for Cub Scouts and their families!
CampBertAdams.org/SpringFamily

Scouts BSA Merit Badge Days
The Atlanta Area Council offers many opportunities throughout the year for Scouts BSA youth to earn merit badges.
There are quarterly Merit Badge Summits, Allatoona Aquatics Base Merit Badges, Conservation Weekend, and premier
events with partnered organizations.

Aquatic Merit Badge Programs

AllatoonaAquaticsBase.org

SOLO Wilderness First Aid Programs
Basic Wilderness First Aid: Are you going to be part of a high adventure trip to a BSA National High Adventure Base or other
High Adventure or backcountry activity? The 2-day Basic Wilderness First Aid training is the course for you. The course is
open to Scouts 14 or older, and adult Scouters. This course may be used to re-certify Wilderness First Responder credentials.
Advanced Wilderness First Aid: The 2-day SOLO (AWFA) Supplement course goes into greater depth on first aid
subjects than the 2-day SOLO Basic WFA course. This AWFA course emphasizes leadership skills and presents new skills
such as litter packaging and traction splinting. Open to anyone who has completed the SOLO Basic WFA course within the
past 24 months.
AtlantaBSA.org/WildFirstAid

AtlantaBSA.org/MeritBadgeDays

Scout Days
Scout Days are unique opportunities for all Scouts and their families to attend events around Atlanta with other Scouts. All Scout
Days are offered at a discounted price of admission, and a portion of the proceeds is given back to the program. Our partners
include the Atlanta Braves, the Atlanta Hawks, Atlanta United, Atlanta Falcons, the Georgia State Capitol and more.
AtlantaBSA.org/ScoutDays
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BERT ADAMS SCOUT CAMP

WOODRUFF SCOUT CAMP

Bert Adams Scout Camp is a modern camping experience like nothing you’ve ever seen with best-in-class facilities like an
air-conditioned dining hall, swimming pool, Internet connectivity and permanent platform tents, some even with electricity!
Bert Adams Scout Camp is the perfect place for Cub Scout families to get their first taste of the true Scouting experience
and for Scouts BSA to tackle a unique and exciting outdoor program.

You’ll never forget your summer of fun and adventure at Woodruff! Scouts will spend their mornings knocking out Merit
Badge requirements at our world-class waterfront, nature center or shooting ranges. In the afternoon, Scouts and troops
have the opportunity to take on adventure challenges like climbing and rappelling, whitewater rafting, mountain biking,
shooting sports, ga-ga ball and a variety of aquatic activities. Campfires, movie nights, horseback rides, Vespers and spoof
badge sessions fill the twilight hours before taps closes out another great day of camp.

Scouts at Bert Adams Scout Camp can choose from several different programs, all delivered by top-notch staff. Bring your
bike, a few buddies and experience one of the best camps for all youth in the South.

Scouts BSA Summer Camp
Scouts BSA Summer Camp is the highlight of the Troop’s program year. Hundreds of Scouts gather for a week to earn Merit Badges,
play games, swim, hike, climb, boat and more. Every Scout should attend Summer Camp, as it is the truest embodiment
of the promise of Scouting.
CampBertAdams.org/ScoutsBSA

Scouts BSA Winter Camp
For 5 days and 4 nights in December, Scouts BSA and Venturers will have the opportunity to camp and play at one of America’s
premier camps. Our Winter Camp will introduce unique programs and Merit Badges that are not available at either of our
Summer Camps. Scouts can attend as a Troop or Crew, Patrol, or as an individual provisional Scout. We offer over 50 Merit
Badges, games, Cracker Barrels, Yukon Quest (an epic Klondike Derby), Unique Adventure Programming and Campfires.
CampBertAdams.org/WinterCamp

As one of the strongest Summer Camp programs in the BSA, Woodruff hosts campers from across the country every summer
during eight weeks of Scouts BSA Resident Camp. Our friendly staff members are trained and motivated to ensure that
every Scout and Leader enjoys a quality program and makes lasting memories during their visit.

Scouts BSA Summer Camp
Woodruff offers over 60 Merit Badges and dozens of activities and programs to give your Troop the summer camp experience
of a lifetime. Older Scouts can work towards Eagle with our 11 Eagle Required Merit Badge classes or participate in a specially
designed program such as Woodruff Xtreme or White Water Challenge. Merit Badges include Swimming, Canoeing, Chess,
Small Boat Sailing, Motor Boating, Rifle Shooting, Archery, Welding, Salesmanship, Climbing and more.
CampWoodruff.org

Mountaineer (First Year Camper Program)
First-year Scouts BSA campers will learn the fundamentals of Scouting in the Mountaineer program, which covers many
of the requirements for the Tenderfoot, Second Class and First Class Ranks.

Whitewater Rafting / Horseback Riding

Cub Scout Summer Overnight Weekend camp
The signature Cub Scout Overnight Camp is a three day and two night weekend
camping experience for Cub Scouts and their families. Arrow of Light Scouts have
the option to sign up for the Outback Adventure where they will learn skills just
for them. Sessions are in July, starting Friday at 1 PM to Sunday at 8 PM.

Every Scout that comes to Woodruff gets to experience a Whitewater Rafting trip
on either the Ocoee or Nantahala Rivers or a horseback ride included in their camp
fee. These fun-filled afternoons on the river are guided by professional river trek
guides who will teach Scouts the basics of rafting and ensure the trip is safe and
exciting for everyone. Horseback rides are supported by experienced wranglers.

CampBertAdams.org/CubOvernight

Cub Scout Summer STEM and Shooting sports camp
STEM & Shooting Sports Camp is a three day and two night camp for youth 8 - 10
years old. Youth will be accompanied by a parent, or Den leadership. Sessions are
in July, Monday 10 AM - Wednesday 8 PM.
CampBertAdams.org/CubOvernight
16

Woodruff Xtreme
The Woodruff Xtreme program is for older Scouts who want additional outdoor
challenges, both physically and mentally. Activities for this week-long adventure
held off camp property may include: rafting the Nantahala and Ocoee rivers,
backpacking, horseback riding, climbing, rappelling, ropes work, canoing and
mountain biking. This program leaves camp on Sunday and returns on Friday.
17

DAY CAMP LOCATIONS AND DATES
District camps offer programs full of shooting sports, crafts, games, woodworking activities and friends. All camps are
nationally accredited and staffed by trained volunteers to be a safe and fun activity for your family.

2022 District Cub Scout Day and Twilight Camp! | June-July
Day Camp is a District Run Event for Cub Scouts who will be in 1st-5th grade starting in the
Fall of 2022. This event focuses on fun, relevant activities such as shooting BB’s, archery, sports,
games, crafts, learning new skills and advancement opportunities as well as making new friends.
Scouts can attend any District’s camp which typically are between 4-5 days long and are held during
the summer at varying times. For a successful Day Camp, many parent volunteers are needed.

YEAR-ROUND CAMPING OPPORTUNITIES
Allatoona Aquatics Base, Bert Adams Scout Camp and Woodruff Scout Camp are all open to weekend camping from Mid-August
through the end of April. To reserve space for a weekend event please login to your Unit Tentaroo account and select Facilities.
Many units and Districts host camporees, Webelos Woods, family camps, training events and weekend campouts at any
one of our three Council camps. We have year-round restroom facilities and numerous shelters to support your activity.
Your Unit can choose a day trip to the nearby location, or just kick back and enjoy the fishing at any one of our beautiful lakes.
AtlantaBSA.org/CampProperties

AtlantaBSA.org/DayCamp

District

Time

Locations

Northern Ridge

Twilight

Wills Park Equestrian Center, Alpharetta

Appalachian Trail

Twilight

Hickory Flat Fellowship, Canton

Hightower Trail

Daytime

Chamblee First UMC, Chamblee

Silver Comet

Daytime

Kennesaw UMC, Kennesaw

Phoenix

Daytime

Westminster Schools, Atlanta

Foothills

Daytime

Marietta First UMC, Marietta

Indian Springs

Daytime

Villa Rica Elementary, Villa Rica

Soapstone Ridge

Twilight

Stronghold Christian Church, Lithonia

Pickett’s Mill

Daytime

Bethany Christian Church, Dallas

Southern Crescent

Daytime

Woodward Academy, Atlanta

Summer Camp Staff
Each summer the Atlanta Area Council hires over 250 individuals to serve on camp staff at Woodruff and Bert Adams Scout
Camps. Older Scouts and adult leaders can immerse themselves in a unique culture of Atlanta’s Scout Camps! They are
invited to be a part of something truly important as they teach valuable skills, traditions and values to camp participants.
Sleep, work and play in the outdoors! Applications are available each fall and interviews are held in the winter.
AtlantaBSA.org/CampStaff
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5 FUNDING YOUR
SCOUTING PROGRAM
Scouting is one of the most affordable programs for families to take part in. Through Popcorn and Camp Card sales,
the Atlanta Area Council offers Scouts the opportunity to earn their way in Scouting while gaining confidence,
learning salesmanship and attaining a sense of accomplishment.

POPCORN

Camperships
Every Scout deserves the chance to experience the complete Scouting Adventure. Because of the generosity of local Scouting
supporters, no Scout will be turned away from attending camp because of financial need. The Atlanta Area Council offers a
variety of ways for Scouts to earn their way to camp, including Camp Card and Popcorn sales.
For those Scouts attending an Atlanta Area Council camp who still need additional assistance, limited camperships can
be awarded to Scouts in need.
AtlantaBSA.org/CampershipApp

FRIENDS OF SCOUTING
Friends of Scouting is the annual campaign where the Atlanta Area Council asks Scouting families, businesses and civicminded citizens to support Scouting.

Every Scout should learn the value of hard work and earning their own way. Over 70% of the
popcorn sale supports your program and local Scouting! The Atlanta Area Council does all
the pre-work to set up the sale making it easy for your Unit to get started. The popcorn sale
also helps the council raise money for summer camps, offer more extensive training for our
volunteers and create exciting programs for your Scouts.

Why should I give to Friends of Scouting?

Scouts gain confidence, salesmanship, communication skills and a sense of accomplishment.
The popcorn sale is not just about selling popcorn; it’s also about promoting Scouting and
the Scouting ideals!

I already paid my child’s registration and the Unit collects dues. Haven’t I already supported Scouting?

AtlantaBSA.org/Popcorn

The Friends of Scouting campaign provides roughly one-quarter of the funds needed to support the Atlanta Area Council’s
camps, programs and facilities for a calendar year. Most importantly, Friends of Scouting gives every child in Metro-Atlanta
the opportunity to be a Scout, no matter their economic circumstance.

Yes, and thank you. Those fees go directly to the Boy Scouts of America to provide insurance and national support. If your
child’s Scout Unit collects dues, that money stays with the Unit to help pay for trips and other activities. The Friends of
Scouting campaign helps the Atlanta Area Council, our local Scouting program, pay for:

CAMP CARDS

•

Serving youth in at-risk areas

•

Camp scholarships to Scouts needing assistance

•

Training thousands of adult volunteer leaders

Camp Cards are an excellent way for Scouts to earn their
way to camp. These cards, created in partnership with
local and national businesses, offer discounts. Cards are
sold by Scouts to members of their community. Profits
from these cards are split evenly between the council
and the individual Scout. The funds a Scout earns can be
used towards Summer Camp or other Scouting activities.

•

Maintaining and staffing the council’s three camping properties

•

Developing communication to better support Unit programs

•

Increased marketing efforts to encourage more youth to join Scouting and support programing

•

Insurance

If you have any questions, please contact your District Executive, see page 7.

Units participating in this program will earn 50% commission for each now $10 Camp Card they sell. The sale begins in February
and ends in April. This program is RISK FREE; Units can simply return any unsold cards at settlement at the end of the sale.
Each Unit should have a Unit Camp Card Champion. Their responsibilities are to manage all aspects of the sale, clearly
communicate sale information with leaders, parents and Scouts. Camp Card Champions will order, receive and distribute
cards to Scouts at the beginning of the sale; at the end of the sale they will reconcile cash and unsold cards with the council.
AtlantaBSA.org/CampCards

Unit Money Earning Applications
A Unit must submit a Unit Money Earning Application to the council prior to any fundraiser outside of Popcorn and Camp Cards.
The application is found in the link below and should be submitted to the Program Center at least two weeks in advance of
the fundraiser.
Whenever your Unit is planning a money-earning project, be sure to refer to the BSA’s “Guides to Unit Money Earning Projects”
found in the Unit Money Earning Application. If your answer is yes to all the questions in this document, it is likely the project
conforms to Scouting’s standards and will be approved.
AtlantaBSA.org/UnitFund
20
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6 PLANNING YOUR YEAR
All District and Council activities (Training, Family Camping, Day Camp, etc.) a unit or family can participate in requires
registration for the event. The Council has a registration system called Tentaroo.
Pro Tip: While you plan your program work to avoid planning activities on religious holidays. For a full calendar of
religious observance dates visit bit.ly/Religious-Observances

TENTAROO

STEM ACADEMY
June 5-10, 2022

Wondering what to do with your high school student this summer? Why not try the Atlanta Area Council’s Exploring STEM Academy.
Be inspired in ways you didn’t know were possible! Our mission is to have high school students leave our academy with a
deeper understanding of what STEM professionals do every day and how they change and build the world we live in. STEM
Academy is a welcoming environment whether you are in Scouting or not, we strongly focus on exposing students to science,
technology, engineering, and mechanical careers. This is a great way to get your students motivated about their future
careers. Scouts will have the opportunity earn STEM and Construction Merit Badges. A special thanks to our partners at
Novelis and Lockheed Martin who collaborated with the Atlanta Area Council to bring this program to you.
AtlantaBSA.org/STEM-Academy

Account Types
There are two account types: Unit and individual/family. All Atlanta Area Council units have an account in the system.
Many of you have already created individual/family accounts.

Unit Accounts
Should be used for registration for events you attend as a unit, such as weekend camping, Council and District events and
Summer Camp. This account login information can be shared with any registered adult member of the unit, so make sure
you keep the User ID and password something generic. It is not recommended that you register for individual trainings on
the unit account as other adults will have access to it.
Don’t have your Unit login? Email info@AtlantaBSA.org for the Unit login!

Individual/Family Accounts
These accounts should be used for registrations for trainings, parents signing up their Scouts for activities such as Merit
Badge Days, and Council or District events. Your login information will never be shared with anyone.

How to Register for Events
Once you’re logged in to your account you’ll see a summary of the upcoming events that you’re currently registered for.
To register for an event select “Events” from the menu on the far left. You will have a list of the Event Types that have
upcoming events. You can scroll through or use the magnifying glass in the upper right corner to search for the one you’re
looking for. Many of our events have multiple offerings, such as multiple Wood Badge Courses, multiple dates for CPR training
and multiple Merit Badge Days. You’ll then select the specific date you wish to register for. You’ll fill in the participant contact
information or select them from the list of participants you have previously registered.

UNIVERSITY OF SCOUTING
September 24, 2022

If your event has class options you can use the magnifying glass in the upper right corner to search through the classes to
find the one(s) you’d like to register for. Always check out after making any changes, even if no payment is due. Nothing is
saved or done until you check out.
Have Questions? Email info@AtlantaBSA.org for assistance.
AtlantaBSA.org/TentarooHelp

University of Scouting is a day of training tailored to YOUR position in Scouting. From Den Leaders to Scoutmaster,
new leaders to experienced volunteers, there’s something for everyone. Over 60 classes will be offered including
Position Specific Trainings, Scoutbook 101 and many more. All of these courses are led by experienced volunteers
from Metro Atlanta.
AtlantaBSA.org/University
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June 2022 Events:

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFERENCE ATLANTABSA.ORG/CALENDAR.

Eagle Scout Recognition Ceremony | June 5
The Eagle Scout Recognition Ceremony celebrates the accomplishments of the of the youth that attained the rank of Eagle
Scout within the last year. The Council continues its tradition of providing this event free of charge for new Eagle Scouts
and their guests thanks to the generous support of members of the community. This will be held at Bert Adams Scout
Camp. For more information, contact Katherine Hoogerwerf at khoogerwerf@atlantabsa.org.
To register, visit AtlantaBSA.org/EagleCeremony

Allatoona Aquatics Base Merit Badge Classes | Summer – Early Fall

2022

JUNE

Just north of Atlanta, on Lake Allatoona in Woodstock, Allatoona Aquatics Base offers Merit Badge courses through the summer
and early fall. Scouts should review the Merit Badge Pamphlet for each badge before attending. Scouts may only participate
in one Merit Badge per day. Most merit badge sessions run from 8AM to 5PM.
AllatoonaAquaticsBase.org

Cub Scout Day and Twilight Camps | June & July
Many Districts will be offering Day Camps or Twilight Camps in June or July. Families are welcome to register for any event in
any District that would like their Cub Scout to attend.
AtlantaBSA.org/DayCamp

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

•
•
•

Plan for Fall Recruiting
Finalize District Plan
Sign Up for Popcorn

June Planning Items:
Scouts BSA Summer Camp | June – July

Sunday

Monday

29

Tuesday

30

Wednesday

31

Thursday

1

Friday

2

Saturday

3

4
Eagle Scout
Recognition Ceremony

NYLT - Session 1

Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Woodruff Summer Camp | Week 1
Bert Adams Summer Camp | Week 1
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

NYLT - Session 2
Exploring STEM Academy

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Woodruff Summer Camp | Week 2
Bert Adams Summer Camp | Week 2
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

NYLT - Session 3

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Woodruff Summer Camp | Week 2
Bert Adams Summer Camp | Week 2

26

27

28

29
Woodruff Summer Camp | Week 2

Bert Adams Summer Camp | Week 2
Popcorn Training

30

1

•

Reserve a spot at camp, the earlier the better

•

Incorporate new Scouts who join in the spring into your summer camp plans

•

Hold a Parent Night to encourage camp attendance and help parents understand how to help their child prepare for camp

•

If a Scout can’t attend your week of camp, provisional programs are available at both Atlanta Area Council camps

CampBertAdams.org
CampWoodruff.org

Sign Up for the Council Popcorn Sale
With Over 70% of the popcorn sale going to support Scouting there is no other fundraiser with that high of a return! A great
benefit of the popcorn sale is that Units can fund their entire year’s program through a council supported fundraiser. The Atlanta
Area Council does all the pre-work to set up the sale making it easy for your Unit to get started. Additionally, purchasing
popcorn as a council reduces the price to each Unit, yielding greater profits for participating Units. For more information,
call 770-956-5696
AtlantaBSA.org/Popcorn

Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

VOA Meeting

Scouts BSA Summer Camp is the highlight of the Troop’s program year. It takes a lot of planning to have a good Summer
Camp season, so the first part of your planning for next year’s camp should happen now. To start planning for your 2023
camp planning process remember to:

2

Fall Recruiting Planning
Now is the time to plan for Back to School (or “fall”) recruiting, and finalize your calendar of activities, promote your plan to
current and prospective families, identify (and train) leaders, and connect with your school and community. That foundation
will lead to successful Sign Up Events when school starts. A Council Recruiting Kickoff will be held on June __, 2022.
AtlantaBSA.org/RecruitingResources

24
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July 2022 Events:

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFERENCE ATLANTABSA.ORG/CALENDAR.

Cub Scout Overnight Camp
This is our signature Overnight Camp experience! Home of the famous Outback Adventure for Arrow of Light Scouts. This
3-day 2-night camp is open to all Cub Scouts entering 1st –5th grade. Cubs will enjoy BB guns, archery, sling shots, crafts,
sports, games, campfire and more. Parents are highly encouraged to attend. Advancements supplement those offered by
Day Camp. Siblings and Den Chiefs are welcome at all sessions.
CampBertAdams.org/CubOvernight

JuLY Planning Items:

2022

J U LY

Summertime: Make it Fun, Simple and Easy!
School’s Out For Summer! School breaks afford Cub Scout Dens and Packs a perfect opportunity for special activities that
are fun, simple and easy. See some ideas in the link below, and consider whether your Pack or Den might qualify for the
National Summertime Pack Award.
SouthFultonScouting.com/node/4724
AtlantaBSA.org/Cub-Awards

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

•
•
•

Sunday

Monday

26

Tuesday

27

Organize new Dens and recruit new Den Leaders
Sign up for Wood Badge training
Sign up for 2023 Summer Camp

Wednesday

28

Thursday

29

Friday

30

Saturday

1

2

8

9

Woodruff Summer Camp | Week 5

3

4

5

6

7

July 4 | VSC Closed

Cub Scout Overnight Camp Session 1
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Cub Scout Specialty Camp Woodruff Summer Camp | Week 7

Cub Scout Overnight
Camp Session 1
Cub Leader Training

Quarterly Commissioner
Meeting

Cub Scout Overnight Camp Session 2
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

Cub Scout STEM NOVA Camp

Scout Day at
Atlanta Motor Speedway

17

Popcorn Kickoff

18

19

20

21

22

Cub Scout Overnight Camp
Session 2
Cub Leader Training

24

23
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

Share your Scouting Experience

Popcorn Kickoff

25

26

27

28

29

Quarterly Commissioner
Meeting

VOA Meeting

30
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day
Popcorn Kickoff

31

1

2

3
26

4

5

As your Unit experiences exciting new things at Summer Camp, be sure to share your stories on social media to promote
Scouting in our community. You can use #BertAdams or #Woodruff at camp or tag @ATLBoyScouts on Twitter and Instagram
throughout the year to get your stories re-shared with other Scouts throughout Atlanta.
If your Unit is looking for ideas for new activities check us out on social!

6

Facebook | Facebook.com/AtlantaBoyScouts
Instagram and Twitter | @ATLBoyScouts
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AUGUST 2022 Events:

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFERENCE ATLANTABSA.ORG/CALENDAR.

Scout Day with the Atlanta Braves | August 21
Cheer on the Atlanta Braves at Truist Park, across the street from the Atlanta Area Council Volunteer Service Center!
Come early for pre-game activities including a fun fan experience.
AtlantaBSA.org/ScoutDays

AUGUST Planning Items:
Pack Sign Up Events

2022

AUGUST

AtlantaBSA.org/SignupEventsTips

Advancement Resources for Leaders and Parents

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

•
•
•

Back to School time is back to Cub Scouting time, and your pack and dens have many routes to recruit, from Registration,
Meet the Teacher or Meet and Greet days where you can have one-on-one contacts with families, to one or more fun den
and pack activities (swim? bike? cookout?) that you can invite friends and classmates to attend, to School Sign Up Nights
supported by your District Executive. A fun calendar of outdoor activities is the number one reason families like Cub Scouting,
so… Get Out And Cub Scout!

Cub Scouting is full of Handbook Advancement and Adventures – 96 in all. The link below will take you to resource pages
for all of those Adventures, and give you – and the parents in your Den – helpful information to be great leaders of your
Scouts. That page includes resources to lead the Bobcat rank too – the first rank badge awarded a new Cub Scout, except
for Lions (who work on most of Bobcat in Lion Adventures).

Plan to advance new Cub Scouts to Bobcat
Sign up for Fall Cub Scout Family Camping Weekends
Plan your Unit Popcorn Kick Off

AtlantaBSA.org/CubScoutAdvance

Sunday

Monday

31

Tuesday

1

Wednesday

2

Thursday

3

Friday

4

Powder Horn

Saturday

5

6
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

Powder Horn is a training opportunity designed to expose Scout leaders at all levels and older scouts to program possibilities
and resources necessary to operate a successful High Adventure Program in their unit.
Its purpose is to educate the youth and adult leaders about specific high-adventure skills, to connect them to resources
to deliver those skills and to get them excited about delivering those skills in an exciting, challenging way to youth.

Trainer’s EDGE

AtlantaBSA.org/PowderHorn

7

8

9

10

11

12

13
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

Popcorn Kickoff

Powder Horn Weekend 1
Cub Leader Training

14

15

16

17

18

Powder Horn Weekend 1

19

20

Wood Badge Course 2
Merit Badge Summit | VSC

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Wood Badge Course 2

Order of the Arrow Induction | Bert Adams Scout Camp

Scout Day with Braves

COPE Weekend
Powder Horn Weekend 2

28
VOA Meeting
Order of the Arrow
Induction | BASC

29

30

31
Quarterly Commissioner
Meeting

COPE Weekend

1

2

3

Stay in the Know!
Make sure your leaders and parents know how to obtain the latest information about District and Council programs by
including the following on all unit district communications:
•
•
•

Powder Horn Weekend 2

28

Council Communications: AtlantaBSA.org | facebook.com/ATLBoyScouts
Council electronic newsletter
District website, Roundtable, District Facebook
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SEPTEMBER 2022 Events:

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFERENCE ATLANTABSA.ORG/CALENDAR.

Cub Scout Spooky-Ree at Woodruff Scout Camp | September 23-25
Spooky-Ree is a fall themed weekend filled with a fall festival, Crafts, STEM activities, archery, BBs and more. The highlight
of the weekend is the spooky haunted trail for the older Scouts and adults.
CampBertAdams.org/Spookyree

University of Scouting | September 24
University of Scouting is an opportunity offered once each year for adult leaders of all program areas to come together for a day of fun,
fellowship and learning. Whether you are a new leader or experienced; a Commissioner or Den Leader, a Scoutmaster or Cubmaster,
Committee Member, or an interested parent there is something for you at the University of Scouting!
AtlantaBSA.org/University

2022

SEPTEMBER

September is Training Season
Every Scout deserves a trained leader and every leader deserves the chance to be trained. The Atlanta Area Council offers a
wide variety of training courses for all levels of leaders in all Scouting programs. You may attend training at the Council,
District, or Unit level and many courses are available online. Join us for University of Scouting where over 60 classes will
be offered to help you become a well trained leader.

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

•
•
•

September Planning Items:

Register for Winter Camp
Sign up for Wilderness First Aid
Continue Recruiting Youth and Leaders

AtlantaBSA.org/Training

Youth Protection Training
Sunday

Monday

28

Tuesday

29

Wednesday

30

Thursday

31

Friday

1

Saturday

2

3

The Boy Scouts of America places the greatest importance on creating the most secure environment possible for our youth members.
To maintain such an environment, the BSA developed numerous procedural and leadership selection policies and provides parents
and leaders the online, video, and print resources for the Cub Scout, Scouts BSA and Venturing programs. Youth Protection Training
(YPT) is required for all leaders to be registered with the BSA, and must be retaken every two years.
Scouting.org/YouthProtection

AAC Camps Closed | Labor Day Weekend

Cub Scout Leader Training
4

5

6

7

8

AAC Camps Closed | Labor Day Weekend

9

10

Order of the Arrow Induction | Fall Fellowship

VSC Closed | Labor Day
Weekend

Wood Badge Course 2

AtlantaBSA.org/NewParentTraining

Shooting Sports MB
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day
Powder Horn Weekend 3
Cub Leader Training

11

12

13

14

15

Order of the Arrow
Induction | Fall Fellowship

16

17

Wood Badge Course 3
Fall Training
Extravaganza

Wood Badge Course 2
Powder Horn Weekend 3

Brand new to Scouting and need a little help getting started? Join us for Cub Scout Leader Training. In this free session
you will learn what to expect in Scouting and how to make the most out of the magic of Cub Scouts!

Volunteer for Camping Volunteer Corps
Camping Volunteer Corps is a program for Scouts BSA Troops and Venturing Crews to provide service at Cub Family
Camping Weekends throughout the year (like Spring Family Camping and Spooky-Ree). Scouts receive free camping and a
patch. Plus, all hours count toward service requirements for ranks and school obligations!
AtlantaBSA.org/VolunteerCamping

Open Shoot | WSC
Cub Leader Training

18
Wood Badge Course 3

19

20

21

22

Corporate Classic
Golf Tournament

23

24

District Events:

Order of the Arrow Scouting Memorabilia Show
Spooky-Ree | WSC
Powder Horn | WSC
University of Scouting

25

26

27

28

VOA Meeting

29

30

1

Cub Scouts OA Trailblazer Adventure Camp | BASC

Spooky-Ree | WSC

Duty to God Encampment

Powder Horn | WSC

Hightower Trail | Fall Camporee
AtlantaBSA.org/HT

Soapstone Rdige | Fall Camporee, Fish Camp, and Webelos Woods
AtlantaBSA.org/SR

30

31

October 2022 Events:

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFERENCE ATLANTABSA.ORG/CALENDAR.

Order of the Arrow Trailblazer Adventure Camp | September 30-October 2
The Order of the Arrow Trailblazer Adventure Camp is a program that gets Cub Scouts & Webelos involved in outdoor activities
like shooting sports, nature and conservation and also conducts advancement opportunity. Visit our Native American Village
and participate in a very special campfire program. It is held at Bert Adams Scout Camp and has a capacity to welcome
over 1,000 Cub Scouts and their families.
CampBertAdams.org/Trailblazer

Cub Scout Spooky-Ree at Bert Adams Scout Camp | October 7-9, 14-16, 21-23, and 28-30
Spooky-Ree is a fall themed weekend filled with a Fall Festival, Crafts, STEM activities, archery, BBs and more. The highlight
of the weekend is the spooky haunted trail for the older Scouts and adults.

2022

OCTOBER

Duty to God Encampment | October 2
The Council Duty to God Encampment is a FUN Council Encampment held at Allatoona Aquatics Base for Cub Scouts,
Scouts BSA and Venturers. The event focuses on a Scout’s Duty to God in a fun weekend. Scouts will get a kick-start on
earning the Religious Award for their faith and come to a deeper appreciation of a Scout’s obligation to be Reverent.
AtlantaBSA.org/DutyToGod

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

•
•
•

CampBertAdams.org/Spookyree

SOLO Basic Wilderness First Aid | October 15-16

Train new and incoming Unit Leaders
Register for National Youth Leadership Training
Set Friends of Scouting presentation date

Going on a high adventure or to a high adventure base? Wilderness First Aid is a must. Wilderness First Aid (WFA) is SOLO’s
most popular course and it creates a solid foundation in the basics of backcountry medical care. The WFA is the perfect
course for the outdoor enthusiast or trip leader who wants a basic level of first aid training for short trips with family,
friends, and outdoor groups. This course is open to Scouts and leaders ages 14 and older.
AtlantaBSA.org/WildFirstAid

Sunday

Monday

25

Tuesday

26

Wednesday

27

Thursday

28

Friday

29

Saturday

30

1

Cub Scouts OA Trailblazer Adventure Camp | BASC
Cub Leader Training

Whitney M. Young, Jr. Service Award Luncheon | October 13
Join us as we recognize Scouting volunteers and community leaders who make Scouting possible for youth who facing
challenging barriers.
AtlantaBSA.org/WMY

2

3

4

5

Cub Scouts OA Trailblazer
Adventure Camp | BASC

6
Youth Protection Seminar

7

8

Spooky-Ree | BASC
Wood Badge Course 3

Duty to God Encampment

COPE Weekend
Cub Leader Training

9

10

11

12

Spooky-Ree | BASC

13
Whitney M Young Luncheon

14

15

Spooky-Ree | BASC

Wood Badge Course 3

SOLO Basic WFA

COPE Weekend

Cub Leader Training

16

17

18

19

20

Spooky-Ree | BASC

21

22

Spooky-Ree | BASC

SOLO Basic WFA

Learn to Swim
Climbing Instructor Training
Cub Leader Training

23

24

25

26

27

Council Coordinated
Meeting

Spooky-Ree | BASC
Climbing Instructor
Training

28

October Planning Items:

District Events:

Internet Charter Renewal

Appalachian Trails Webelos-ree

Every Scouting unit must recharter with the Boy Scouts of America
annually. The charter renewal is done online in order to simplify
and expedite this process. The online process will be available on
October 1st. Be sure your Unit’s Internet Recharter Roster to be
up to date by checking all your youth and adults and adding any
new participant applications.

AtlantaBSA.org/AT

Scouting.org/Commissioners/Internet-Rechartering

AtlantaBSA.org/SC

29

31

1

3

4

Southern Crescent Scout Fun Fair

5

AtlantaBSA.org/ST

Spooky-Ree | BASC

32

Silver Comet Webelos Woods

AtlantaBSA.org/SC

Merit Badge Summit | VSC

2

AtlantaBSA.org/FH

Silver Comet Fall Camporee

Spooky-Ree | BASC

VOA Meeting

30

Foothills District Camporee

33

SCOUTING ON DEMAND combines FUN, SIMPLE, and INNOVATIVE instruc�ons for adventures that
parents can experience with their child at home, in their neighborhood, at Atlanta Area Council
proper�es and camps, or other loca�ons within the community. Den Leaders benefit from using
Scouting On Demand, accessing monthly activities to share with their Scouting program.

SCOUTING’S BARRIERS TO ABUSE
Adult LEADERSHIP
• Find a buddy: Always maintain 2-deep leadership on all
outings, including meetings and any trips
• Three or more: One-on-one contact between youth and
adults is prohibited, including electronic communication
• Be the teacher: Utilize constructive discipline
• Be a guide: Youth leadership monitored by adults

Amazing Activities

Each month Scou�ng On Demand will oﬀer Scou�ng ac�vi�es you can do as a family
or par�cipate with your Den or Pack! These ac�vi�es are focused on FUN, easy ways
to hang out with your family, learn a li�le and enjoy the great outdoors!

Respect

Awesome Adventures

• Respect the privacy of everyone: Adults, youth and leaders
• Respect your peers: No secret organizations allowed
• Being mean isn’t cool: Bullying and hazing are prohibited

We know some�mes that learning all the requirements for earning the next Adventure
can be a li�le overwhelming, so we wanted to make it SIMPLE! Your Scout can do these
at their own pace in ways that best suit your family.

unit protocol

Scouting Fun & Family Camping

“

• Keep calm and camp on: Always have separate housing
and restroom accommodations for adults and youth
• Stay classy: Maintain appropriate attire
• Stay safe: Always enforce Youth Protection policies and
always use the buddy system

Exci�ng ac�vi�es for your whole Scou�ng family, presented monthly. You might explore
a hidden gem around Atlanta or learn a new skill in your backyard. There are even
resources for family camping adventures. The choice is yours, so let's Get Out and Scout!

Pre-designed plans are easily assessable for
all in Scouting and very user friendly by
giving suggestions and ideas to completing
rank requirements and electives quickly.

“This amazing website will provide parents
everything they need to help their Cub Scout
complete required and elective adventures
right from the comfort of their own homes!”

April | Cubmaster
Southern Crescent District

Nick | Den Leader and Assistant Cubmaster
Foothills District

”

Start your Scou ting On Demand Adventure today!
ScoutingOnDemand.org
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Bullying
Hazing

Sponsored by:

ADULT ONLY

Technology

YOUTH ONLY

• Use technology for good: Inappropriate use of cameras,
imaging and digital devices is prohibited
• Get updated: Know and understand social media guidelines
To Report a Youth Protection policy violation within Scouting, please call 770-989-8820 or the Scouts First Hotline at 1-844-SCOUTS1
If you suspect child abuse of any kind, you must report by calling1-855-GACHILD (422-4453) immediately.
Georgia law requires a report within 24 hours of reasonable suspicion of child abuse.
For more information visit atlantabsa.org/youthprotection
35

THERE’S ONLY

ONE
NATIONAL
JAMBOREE

SIGN UP FOR THE ADVENTURE
OF A LIFETIME!

ALLATOONA
AQUATICS BASE
AllatoonaAquaticsBase.org
CanoeING, KayakING, Rowing, Stand
up PaddleboardING, Camping, Swimming, Fishing, Orienteering, Training

EXPERIENCE LAKE LIFE & LEARN LIFE SKILLS
Allatoona Aquatics Base is situated upon 400 acres of lakefront
property on Lake Allatoona, just North of Metro Atlanta. The base
is used throughout the year for weekend camping (excluding the
months of June through August), day trips, and other Scout outings.

EARN AQUATICS MERIT BADGES
MORE INFORMATION AT JAMBOREE.SCOUTING.ORG
AN ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME REGISTER NOW!
Atlanta will be forming a contingent to go to the National Jamboree.
We are currently working on determining what the final price
and payment schedule will be but are projecting a total cost of
$2000 to $2300.

National Jamboree is Scouting’s flagship event. It is a one-of-a-kind
gathering of approximately 40,000 Scouts, leaders, and staff that
showcases everything that is great about the BSA and its members.
Held every four years, the Jamboree is an amazing opportunity for
participants, volunteers, and visitors to experience the best of Scouting.
It is held at the Summit Bechtel Reserve in the New River Gorge, WV,
the permanent home of the National Scout Jamboree and BSA’s fourth
High Adventure base.

All participants will need to register with the National Jamboree
in addition to the Atlanta Area Council. You will pay all fees through
the Atlanta Area Council.

The main emphasis at Allatoona is Aquatics Merit
Badges that runs June through August. Our base
is one of the few in the United States that offers
expert training in Aquatics Merit Badge.

HIGH ADVENTURE & ADVANCED
LEADERSHIP TRAINING
Various trainings are held at Allatoona including
SOLO Basic and Advance Wilderness First Aid,
and Preparation for Northern Tier Canoeing.
Other leadership trainings are scheduled throughout
the year at Allatoona Aquatics Base.

Register today to secure your spot with a $100 deposit.

JAMBOREE.SCOUTING.ORG
36

AllatoonaAquaticsBase.org
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CAMPWOODRUFF.ORG
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Nature is calling.
Scouts welcome.

ATLANTA AREA COUNCIL

ACTIVITIES FOR ALL CUB SCOUTS AND SCOUTS BSA
Badge programs for scouts and merit badges

Wood Badge

>> Hiking
>> Volunteer opportunities
>> Overnights

Course 2 | Woodruff
August 19-21
September 10-11

2022 Dates

>> Outdoor skills
>> Project opportunities
>> Wildlife education

Course 3 | Woodruff
September 16-18
October 15-16

2023 Dates
9135 Willeo Road | Roswell, GA 30075
chattnaturecenter.org | 770.992.2055 x237
scheduling@chattnaturecenter.org

Stem Academy

AtlantaBSA.org/Stem-Academy | June 5-10, 2022 | REGISTER NOW!
ONE AMAZING STEM WEEK OPEN TO ALL STUDENTS GRADE 9-12!

Partnering with some of Atlanta’s greatest companies, students will experience hands-on STEM activities.

Course 1 | March 3-5,
March 18-19

REGISTER:
AtlantaBSA.org/WoodBadge

NYLT is a week-long advanced

leadership course designed to
teach Scouts the tools, techniques
and skills they need to be better
leaders –not only in their units,
but also at home, in school, and in
their daily lives. Led by an
exemplary, highly-trained youth
staff, NYLT participants work hard
and play hard together through
group activities, games and
adventures as they experience
Scouting at its best.

SCOUTS B

VENTURI

To attend NYLT you must meet the
nationally-mandated requirements
before the start of the course.
Find them here:

Scouting.org/NYLT
2022 COURSE Dates
May 29-June 3
June 5-June 10
Nov 19-22 & Dec 3-4
Dec 26- 31
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November 2022 Events:

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFERENCE ATLANTABSA.ORG/CALENDAR.

Wilderness First Aid - SOLO Advanced, AND ARC
Wilderness First Aid is now required for many High Adventure Activities for Scouts and Venturers. The Atlanta Area Council
offers multiple opportunities for this certification. We offer both Basic and Advanced Wilderness First Aid through SOLO
at the Allatoona Aquatics Base.
AtlantaBSA.org/WildFirstAid

Conservation Weekend 2021 | November 11-13
Conservation and the Boy Scouts of America have been partners for a long time. Camping, hiking, and respect for the outdoors
are a part of the Scouting heritage. Many of the requirements for advancement from Tenderfoot through Eagle Scout rank
call for an increasing awareness and understanding of the natural sciences.

NOVEMBER

2022

Sunday

Monday

30

Tuesday

It’s Time to Renew Your Charter

31

Sign up for CPR Saturday
Schedule Scout Sabbath and Scout Sundays
Select Webelos-to-Scout Transition Chairs

Wednesday

1

Thursday

Every Scout Unit operates under an Annual Charter Agreement, and all registered Scouts and Leaders must renew annually
by paying National BSA dues for the upcoming calendar year. The process of Charter Renewal (also known as Recharter)
begins in October and data entry for Recharter can now be done 100% online through My.Scouting.org and the Internet
Advancement 2.0 portal, which has a “Recharter” link from October through December (or shortly thereafter). The system
lets you enter new members, renew current members and update information for any registrant.

Friday

2

3
Wilderness First Aid

For assistance or more information, see the link below or call the Program Center at 770-989-8820.

Saturday

4

5

7

8

9

10

11

Order of the Arrow Fall
Induction Weekend

12
Popcorn Take Order
Distribution

Wilderness First Aid

AtlantaBSA.org/Charter-Renewal

Silver Beaver Nominations

Order of the Arrow Fall Induction Weekend
IOLS / Training
Extravaganza

6

CampWoodruff.org/Conservation

November Planning Items:

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

•
•
•

Offering 18 Merit Badges at the Conservation Weekend, Scouts will have the opportunity to enroll in up to three (3) merit
badges from our dynamic instructors!

The Silver Beaver Award is the highest recognition a Council can bestow on an adult volunteer leader. Don’t miss the
opportunity to nominate a fellow Scouter for this award. Awards are presented at the Council Recognition Reception in
March. Silver Beaver Nominations are due November 15.
Nomination form at AtlantaBSA.org/SilverBeaver

SOLO Wilderness First Aid | Allatoona Aquatics Base
Wilderness First Aid | Bert Adams Scout Camp
Conservation Weekend 2022

13

14

SOLO Wilderness First Aid |
Allatoona Aquatics Base

15

16

17

18

Silver Beaver
Nominations Due

19
NYLT - Session 4

Conservation Weekend
2022

20

21

22

23

24

NYLT - Session 4

25

26

Thanksgiving | Camps & VSC Closed

VOA Meeting

27

28

29

30

42

1

2

3
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December 2022 Events:

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFERENCE ATLANTABSA.ORG/CALENDAR.

Golden Eagle Luncheon | December 9
Join more than 1,600 of Scouting’s donors and the Atlanta Area’s top community leaders as we celebrate Scouting’s 2020
successes, and pledge to support its future in Metro-Atlanta. The Golden Eagle Luncheon kicks off the 2021 Friends of Scouting
Campaign and is named in honor of our donors at the $1,000 level and above.
AtlantaBSA.org/Golden-Eagle

CPR Saturday | December 10
Did you know immediate CPR can double or even triple a cardiac victim’s chance of survival? Whether you are a Scout looking
to earn their First Aid Merit Badge or an experienced emergency medical professional, make sure you have the most up-to-date
CPR certification. Multiple courses will be covered including Adult CPR, Standard First Aid and CPR for Professional Rescuers.

2022

DECEMBER

Scouts BSA Winter Camp | December 27-31
Winter Camp is held the last week of each year at Bert Adams. This is a wonderful opportunity for Troops and Scouts to
finish out the year earning some additional advancement while getting a chance to experience cold weather camping.
CampBertAdams.org/WinterCamp

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

•
•
•

AtlantaBSA.org/CPRSaturday

December Planning Items:

Register for University of Scouting
Select Scouting for Food Chair
Sign up for Cub Scout Camping Kickoff

Scouting for Food
Scouting for Food is the annual food-collection drive coordinated by the Atlanta Area council. It’s a reminder to our local
communities that Scouts are here and doing good turns. Each Unit selects their collection date and the benefiting organization.

Sunday

Monday

27

Tuesday

28

Wednesday

29

Thursday

Friday

30

AtlantaBSA.org/ScoutingForFood

Saturday

1

2

3
Order of the Arrow
Winter Banquet

Popcorn Payment Due

NYLT - Session 5

4

5

6

7

8

NYLT - Session 5

9
Golden Eagle Luncheon

11

12

13

14

15

10
CPR Saturday

16

17

Journey to Excellence | Log Your Service Hours (and Tell Your Community)
Don’t forget to complete your Journey to Excellence status report to help your Unit receive the recognition you’ve earned.
Any individual Scout or Unit may participate in service activities throughout the year. All activities should be collected and
logged into your Unit’s Scoutbook account, or sign into your My.Scouting.org account, select “Menu,” then scroll down to
“BSA Weblink,” select "Internet Advancement 2.0" and enter the hours here. To do that, you will need your Unit’s 4 digit
number (so, if you’re Pack 1, your 4 digit number is 0001), then go to “roster”, select “all” or “individual,” “record progress,”
and "service hours" for a service project activity you create there. And don’t stop there: tell your Scouting service story
to your schools, churches, social media and elsewhere in your community to let people know that Scouting Serves!
AtlantaBSA.org/ServiceProjects

AAC Camps Closed

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

30

31

Christmas | VSC Closed

25

26

27

28

29

NYLT Session 6
Winter Camp
New Year’s Day |
VSC Closed
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January 2023 Events:

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFERENCE ATLANTABSA.ORG/CALENDAR.

Journey to Excellence Breakfast | January 28
Join us as we celebrate your success at the Journey to Excellence Recognition Event. This year’s event will be virtual beginning
at 9:00 AM followed by the Key Leaders’ Conference at 10:00 AM.
AtlantaBSA.org/JTE

January Planning Items:
Work Camp Staff this Summer

2023

JANUARY

AtlantaBSA.org/CampStaff

Schedule a Friends of Scouting Presentation
Friends of Scouting is the annual fundraising campaign in which volunteers visit all Scouting Units during a special meeting
(e.g. Blue and Gold Banquet). Presenters make a short presentation to the parents and adult leaders of the Unit explaining
how the Scouting program is funded and why financial support is needed to maintain and expand the quality programs
and camping facilities of the Atlanta Area Council. Please contact your District Executive or District Family Friends of
Scouting Chair to schedule a presentation.

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

•
•

Are your Scouts looking for the experience of a lifetime? Every summer we hire over 250 individuals to serve on camp staff
at Woodruff and Bert Adams Scout Camps. Older Scouts and adult leaders are invited to be a part of something truly
important as they teach valuable skills, traditions and values to camp participants. Applications are available in the fall
and interviews are held in winter.

Complete Journey to Excellence scorecard
Sign up for Camp Cards

AtlantaBSA.org/FOS

Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

2

Wednesday

3

Thursday

4

Friday

5

Whitney M. Young, Jr. Nominations Due

Saturday

6

7

The Whitney M. Young, Jr. Service Award recognizes individuals and corporations who have been instrumental in the
development of Scouting for youth who often face challenging barriers. Awards are presented at the Council’s annual
ceremony in October.
AtlantaBSA.org/WMY

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

Council Camp Card Sale Sign-Ups
Several Camp Card Kick Off events will be held in February. Make sure that you are signed up to sell. Camp Cards are a great way
for Scouts to earn the money they need for Summer Camp and High Adventure Activities. It’s easy, fun and rewarding!
AtlantaBSA.org/CampCards

15

16

17

MLK, Jr. Day |
VSC Closed

22

18

19

20

26

27

21

Quarterly Commissioner
Meeting

23

24

25

28
House of Scouts |
JTE Breakfast

Cub Scout Camp Kick Off

Key Leaders Conference

29

30

31

1

46

2

3

4
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February 2023 Events:

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFERENCE ATLANTABSA.ORG/CALENDAR.

Scout Sunday / Sabbath / Jumu’ah | February 10-12
Scout Units are urged to participate in the religious service of their Chartered Organization: attend in uniform, do a flag
ceremony, speak about Scouting, present religious awards and/or formally thank the Chartered Organization for their support
throughout the year. Consider having a recruiting information table in the foyer or hospitality area.
AtlantaBSA.org/DutyToGod

February Planning Items:
Happy Birthday to Scouting!

2023

FEBRUARY

Order of the Arrow Elections
The Order of the Arrow(OA) is Scouting’s National Honor Society recognizing Scouts and adults who best exemplify the
Scout Oath and Law. Scouts BSA Troops, Venturing Crews and Sea Scout Ships with eligible youth members are encouraged
to schedule a Unit election. Units can hold a Unit election once each calendar year between January and March in the
current year. Units wanting to participate in a district call-out ceremony at a Camporee or other venue should schedule
the Unit election at least two weeks prior to the call-out event. Elected youth and selected adults will be inducted into
the OA at a Lodge Induction Weekend.

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

•
•
•

The BSA was formally incorporated on February 8, 2010, so February is often a month of celebrations like Scout Sunday,
Scout Sabbath and Scout Jumu’ah, Service Projects, and Cub Scout Blue & Gold Banquets. But celebrate Scouting any
time – those events can be held in any month (and a Blue & Gold party with rank awards is often less stressful on leaders
and parents if held later in the spring).

Reserve your spot for Cub Scout Overnight Camp
Order of the Arrow Elections
Plan Webelos Crossover

AACEGWA.org/Unit-Election-Information

Sunday

Monday

29

Tuesday

20

Wednesday

31

Thursday

1

Friday

2

Saturday

3

4
Trainers EDGE
Fundamentals of Training
Camp Card Distribution
Popcorn Top Seller Event

5

6

7

8

9

10
Scout Jumu’ah

11
OA Day of Service
Scout Sabbath

12

13

14

15

16

Scout Sunday

17

18

Venturing Awards Banquet

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

1

2

3

4
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March 2023 Events:

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFERENCE ATLANTABSA.ORG/CALENDAR.

College of Commissioner Science
The Atlanta Area Council’s annual College of Commissioner Science provides supplemental training on a broad range of
topics for commissioners. It’s an excellent opportunity for both new and experienced commissioners to expand their skills,
share their experiences and build their Scouting network.
Each year, the College offers the participant a range of classes covering a variety of topics relevant to commissioners. Courses are
available for Unit Commissioners, New-Unit Commissioners, Roundtable Commissioners, District/Assistant District Commissioners.
AtlantaBSA.org/CommissionerCollege

Silver Beaver Awards Ceremony

2023

MARCH

AtlantaBSA.org/SilverBeaver

March Planning Items:

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

•
•
•

The Silver Beaver Award is the highest award that a local council can give to a volunteer Scout Leader for service to youth.
Recipients of this award are registered adult leaders who have made an impact on the lives of youth through service given
to the council. The Silver Beaver is an award given to those who implement the Scouting program and perform community
service through hard work, self-sacrifice, dedication, and many years of service.

Spring Recruiting

Make short-term camping reservations for fall events
Sign up for Council Program Kickoff
Sign up for Spring Fling Family Camping Weekend

Fall isn’t the only time to bring new Scouts into your Unit. Hold spring recruiting events and open houses. Invite newly
recruited Scouts to attend Day Camp and other summer events. Spring is a great time to attract new families and get
them involved in great summer activities.
AtlantaBSA.org/RecruitingResources

Sunday

Monday

26

Tuesday

27

Wednesday

28

Thursday

Friday

1

2

Saturday

3

4
SOLO Basic Wilderness
First Aid

5

6

7

8

9

SOLO Basic Wilderness
First Aid

12

19
Wilderness First Aid
Indoor Session

26

11
College of Commissioner
Science

13

14

15
Quarterly Commissioner
Meeting

OA Spring Gathering

Wood Badge Course 1

10
OA Spring Gathering

20

21

22

16

17

Wilderness First Aid
Indoor Session

23

24

Bert Adams Summer Camp
Class Registration Opens

27

18
Wood Badge Course 1
BASC

Webelos to Scouts Transition
One of the goals of the Fifth Grade Arrow of Light advancement program is to prepare Scouts for their transition into Scouts
BSA. Packs and troops should work together to ensure that every Arrow of Light Scout has the opportunity to join a troop.
Troops can provide opportunities for 4th and 5th Grade Scouts and their parents to become familiar with their program through
special open houses and outdoor activities – many troops will hold more than one outdoor event with a pack. Those dens
may also have the opportunity to observe troops in action at district events like a “Webelos Woods”. The cooperative effort
of Troop and Pack gives Webelos Scouts and their families an awareness of the troop program, troop leadership and
advancement opportunities.
While Webelos dens should visit one or more troops as a group, the selection of a troop is up to the individual Scout and their
family. Every troop has a different “personality” and is different in the type of activities scheduled. Scouts are encouraged to join
a troop in early spring, allowing them to experience several Troop campouts prior to attending summer camp.

25
Merit Badge Summit
Wilderness First Aid
Outdoor Allatoona AB

28

29

30

31

1

Woodruff Summer Camp
Class Registration Opens

50
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April 2023 Events:

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFERENCE ATLANTABSA.ORG/CALENDAR.

Spring Family Camping | April 7-9 at Woodruff & April 21-23 at Bert Adams
Held at Bert Adams Scout Camp and Woodruff Scout Camp, Spring Family Camping is a wild weekend of fishing, shooting
sports, hiking, games and more! Come for the weekend or just for the day on Saturday. Activities include crafts games,
STEM activity and visits with special guests. Activities on Saturday will begin and end with a camp-wide flag ceremony
and include a giant campfire in the lake-front amphitheater on Saturday night.
CampBertAdams.org/SpringFamily

Council Program Kick Off | April 8
Get the Council Annual Calendar and Program Planning Guide and learn from experienced leaders how to put the magic
in your Scouting program. This is the first step to planning your 2023-2024 Scouting year.

2023

APRIL

Shooting Sports Training
The Atlanta Area Council sponsors NRA & USA Archery training courses to help train Scout Leaders to enable Scouts, leaders
and others to improve their shooting skills and shooting knowledge. Successful completion of the training courses will help
increase your Unit’s chances of having a successful shooting sports weekend, increase your personal knowledge of shooting
activities, shooting safety and marksmanship.
AtlantaBSA.org/ShootingTraining

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

•
•
•

AtlantaBSA.org/Program-Planning

Sign up for CPR Saturday
Reserve Summer Camp Merit Badge spots
Sign up for Cub Scout Days and Twilight Camps

April Planning Items:
Day Camp / Twilight Camp

Sunday

Monday

26

Tuesday

27

Wednesday

28

Thursday

29

Friday

30

Saturday

31

1

Spring Family Camping | BASC
SOLO Advanced
Wilderness First Aid

Day Camp or Twilight Camp is a District event for Cub Scouts and their families entering 1st-5th grade. This event is full of
fun, relevant activities such as shooting BBs, archery, sports, games, crafts, learning new skills and advancement opportunities
as well as making new friends. Scouts can attend any district’s camp which typically are 4-5 days long and are held during
the summer at varying times – Day Camps are held during the daytime, Twilight Camps are held in the late afternoon into
the evening. For a successful Day or Twilight Camp, many parent volunteers are needed.
AtlantaBSA.org/DayCamp

2

3

4

5

6

SOLO Advanced
Wilderness First Aid

7

8

Easter Weekend | VSC & Camps Closed
Program Kick Off

9

10

11

12

13

Quarterly Commissioner
Meeting

Easter Weekend

16

17

18

19

14

15

Spring Family Camping | WSC

20

21

This year all Atlanta Area Council Packs, Troops, Crews and Posts are challenged to join Recycle for Good with the goal of
collecting 10,000 pounds of aluminum for recycling. This will help fund a Habitat for Humanity home for a family in Atlanta’s
Westside community! To participate register your unit with the Recycle for Good program and start Recycling Aluminum
Bottles & Cans. Then tell Us About Your Success on our website.
AtlantaBSA.org/Recycle-For-Good

Spring Open Shoot

Spring Family Camping
WSC

Recycle for Good

22

Spring Family Camping | BASC
Learn to Swim
Wilderness First Aid
Outdoor Session

23

24

25

Spring Family Camping
BASC

30

26

27

28

Council Coordinated
Meeting

1

2

3
52

29
BALOO & IOLS Training

4

5

6
53

May 2023 Events:

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFERENCE ATLANTABSA.ORG/CALENDAR.

CPR Saturday | May 6
Did you know immediate CPR can double or even triple a cardiac victim’s chance of survival? Whether you are a Scout
looking to earn the First Aid Merit Badge or an experienced emergency medical professional, make sure you have the
most up-to-date CPR certification. Multiple courses will be covered including Adult CPR, Standard First Aid and CPR for
Professional Rescuers.
AtlantaBSA.org/CPRSaturday

Order of the Arrow Spring Induction Weekend | May 5-7

2023

MAY

AACEGWA.org/Candidates

Allatoona Aquatics Base Merit Badge Classes
Just north of Atlanta, on Lake Allatoona in Woodstock, Allatoona Aquatics Base offers Merit Badge courses through the
summer and early fall. Scouts should review the Merit Badge Pamphlet for each badge before attending.
Scouts may only participate in one Merit Badge per day. Most Merit Badge sessions run from 8AM to 5PM.
AtlantaBSA.org/CAABMB

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

•
•
•

The induction weekend is the first step toward full membership in the Order of the Arrow(OA). During this weekend
experience elected youth and selected adults learn about the customs and traditions of the OA and undertake a journey
to discover the true meaning of leadership, service and the Brotherhood of Scouting.

Complete Summer Camp physicals
Schedule Unit Planning meetings
Complete Fall Leadership Succession plan

May Planning Items:
Plan your 2023-2024 Program

Sunday

Monday

30

Tuesday

1

Wednesday

Thursday

2

3

Friday

4

BALOO & IOLS Training

Saturday

5

6

OA Spring Induction Weekend
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

Two-gether We
Organize Breakfast

Training Extravaganza
CPR Saturday

7

8

9

10

11

OA Spring Induction
Weekend

12

AtlantaBSA.org/Program-Planning

13

Climbing Instructor Training

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
OA Work Day
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

21

22

23

28

29

30

AtlantaBSA.org/CubCalendarPlanning.

National Summertime Pack Awards: Make it Fun, Simple, and Easy!

Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day
National Camp School
Merit Badge Summit

Climbing Instructor
Training

After the Program Preview your Unit should conduct its own annual program planning conference to get ready for the
coming year. Using national planning resources for each program, as well as various calendars (e.g., Council, District, school
and chartered partner), your Unit can develop a program filled with safe and fun activities and adventures. Planning ahead
allows the Unit to have a quality program that is exciting and will create memories and attract new Scouts and families
to join you.

School’s Out For Summer! School breaks afford Cub Scout Dens and Packs a perfect opportunity for special activities
that are fun, simple and easy. See some ideas in the link below, and consider whether your Pack or Den might qualify for
the National Summertime Pack Award.
AtlantaBSA.org/Cub-Awards

24

25

26

27

31

1

2

3

SouthFultonScouting.com/node/4724

NYLT Session 1
Memorial Day
VSC Closed

54

55

June 2023 Events:

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFERENCE ATLANTABSA.ORG/CALENDAR.

Cub Scout Day & Twilight Camps | June-July
Day Camp Day Camp is a District event Cub Scouts and their families who entering 1st-5th grade. Every camp offers a
program focusing on earning rank advancements, learning new skills, playing sports and games, crafts, BB guns, archery
and making new friends. Many parent volunteers are needed to have a successful camp. Scouts can attend any district’s
camp. Camps are typically 4 to 5 days long and are held during the summer at varying times. All of our camps are
accredited and staffed by trained volunteers.
AtlantaBSA.org/DayCamp

June Planning Items:

2023

JUNE

Scouts BSA Summer Camp is a highlight of the Troop’s program year. It takes a lot of planning to have a good Summer Camp
season, the first part of your planning for next year’s camp should happen now, while you are in camp this summer reserve
your spot for next year. Talk to your Scouts while in camp this summer about what they want to do next summer.

Fall Recruiting Planning
Now is the time to plan for Back to School (or “fall”) recruiting, and finalize your calendar of activities, promote your plan to
current and prospective families, identify (and train) leaders, and connect with your school and community. That foundation
will lead to successful Sign Up Events when school starts. A Council Recruiting Kickoff will be held in June.

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

•
•
•

Scouts BSA Summer Camp | June-July

Attend Fall Recruiting Training
Finalize District Plan
Sign Up for Popcorn

AtlantaBSA.org/RecruitingResources

Sign Up for the Council Popcorn Sale
Sunday

Monday

28

Tuesday

29

Wednesday

30

Thursday

31

Friday

1

Saturday

2

3
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

NYLT - Session 1

With Over 70% of the popcorn sale going to support Scouting there is no other fundraiser with that high of a return! A great
benefit of the popcorn sale is that Units can fund their entire year’s program through a council supported fundraiser. The Atlanta
Area Council does all the pre-work to set up the sale to make it easy on the Units to start selling. Additionally, purchasing
popcorn as a council reduces the price to each Unit, yielding greater profits for participating Units.
AtlantaBSA.org/Popcorn

STEM Academy | June
4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Woodruff Summer Camp | Week 1
Bert Adams Summer Camp | Week 1
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

NYLT - Session 2
Exploring STEM Academy

11

12

13

14

15

16

Join us June 4-9 for a Virtual STEM-themed Summer Camp for High School Students! STEM Academy is a welcoming environment
whether you are in Scouting or not, we strongly focus on exposing students to science, technology, engineering, and mechanical
careers. This is a unique and great way to get your students motivated about their future careers.
AtlantaBSA.org/STEM-Academy

17

Woodruff Summer Camp | Week 2
Bert Adams Summer Camp | Week 2
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

NYLT - Session 3

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Woodruff Summer Camp | Week 3
Bert Adams Summer Camp | Week 3
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

25

26

27

28

29

30

1

Woodruff Summer Camp | Week 4
Bert Adams Summer Camp | Week 4
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July Events:

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFERENCE ATLANTABSA.ORG/CALENDAR.

Cub Scout Overnight Camp
Overnight Camp is a three-night summer camping program during July for Cub Scouts entering 1st – 5th grade. Cubs will enjoy
BB guns, archery, sling shots, crafts, sports, games, campfire and lots more. Parents are highly encouraged to attend.
Advancements supplement those offered by Day Camp. Siblings and Den Chiefs are welcome at all sessions.
CampBertAdams.org/CubOvernight

Cub Scout STEM Camp
Cub Scouts entering 3-5th grade will have the chance to participate in an advanced camp where they will have the opportunity
to learn advanced skills focused on STEM. Limited number of Provisional Spots available.
CampBertAdams.org/CubOvernight

2023

J U LY

Scout Days
Scout Days are unique opportunities for all Scouts and their families to attend events around Atlanta with other Scouts.
All Scout Days are offered at a discounted price of admission, and a portion of the proceeds is given back to the program.
Our partners include the Atlanta Braves, the Atlanta Hawks, Atlanta United, Atlanta Falcons, the Georgia Aquarium, the
Georgia State Capitol and more.
AtlantaBSA.org/ScoutDays

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

•
•
•

Organize new Dens and recruit new Den Leaders
Sign up for Wood Badge training
Sign up for 2024 Summer Camp

July Planning Items:
Short Term Camping Reservations

Sunday

Monday

25

Tuesday

26

Wednesday

27

Thursday

28

Friday

29

Saturday

30

1

Woodruff Summer Camp | Week 5
Bert Adams Summer Camp | Week 4

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Quarterly Commissioner
Meeting

Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day
Cub Scout Overnight Camp Session 1

9

10

11

12

13

14

As your Unit experiences exciting new things at Summer Camp, be sure to share your stories on social media to promote
Scouting in our community. You can use #BertAdams or #Woodruff at camp or tag @ATLBoyScouts on Twitter and Instagram
throughout the year to get your stories re-shared with other Scouts throughout Atlanta. If your Unit is looking for ideas
for new activities check us out on social!
Facebook | Facebook.com/AtlBoyScouts

15

Woodruff Summer Camp | Week 7
Cub Scout Overnight Camp
Session 2

AtlantaBSA.org/CampProperties

Share your Scouting Experience

Woodruff Summer Camp | Week 6
July 4 | VSC Closed

Your Council camp properties are there for you to use (mid-August - end of April). We have some of the best Scouting
facilities in the country and we continuously work to make the process easy for you to reserve and use these facilities.
Reservations can be made up to nine months in advance.

Instagram and Twitter | @ATLBoyScouts

Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

Cub Scout STEM Camp Week 1

Cub Scout Overnight Camp Session 2

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day
Popcorn Kickoff

23

24

25

26

27

28

Council Coordinated
Meeting

30

31

1

2
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29
Allatoona Aquatics
Merit Badge Day

3

4

5
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7 APPENDIX

Other Functions of My.Scouting.org

my.scouting.org

Your one-stop shop for e-learning, online charter renewal and more. To update to your actual Member ID that you receive
when you register as a Leader, from the My.Scouting.org menu, scroll down to “Manage Member ID,” select “092 Atlanta Area
Council” and then add your ID number provided when you successfully registered. Set this number as the primary and then
online training you take will register in your Adult Leader role in your unit.

Scoutbook and Internet Advancement 2.0
Setting up a Scoutbook account is easy! Go to Scoutbook.com and follow the prompts. Internet Advancement 2.0 is accessed
through My.Scouting.org. All advancement and training will be entered by the Unit Advancement Chair or other authorized Leader.
For further assistance, contact the Volunteer Service Center at 770-989-8820.
The Advancement Report is submitted to the Scout Shop at the time of purchase of rank advancement. An advancement
report is not required to purchase Cub Scout Adventure loops or pins – in fact, savvy Dens and Packs will purchase loops and pins
in advance to allow for immediate recognition when an Adventure is completed. You will not be allowed to purchase rank
advancement without this report. It is recommended that each Unit submit monthly reports. All advancement for December should
be submitted prior to midnight on December 31st in order to update your Unit, District and Council Advancement Statistics

•

BeAScout management

•

Unit, District and Council Tools

•

Service Hours Reporting

•

Online new Scout applications

Journey to excellence

“Scouting’s Journey to Excellence” is the BSA’s council performance recognition program designed to encourage and reward
success and measure the performance of our units. It is meant to encourage excellence in providing a quality program at all
levels of the BSA.

How the Journey To Excellence Program Works
Each criterion has a point value for bronze, silver and gold. As you achieve at one of those levels, you will earn those points.
Each criterion will be scored and then you’ll have a total score. You will need a prescribed number of total points to achieve
bronze, and the same for silver and gold. These point values may change from year to year. As you earn more points, you’ll
achieve a higher level.
Scouting.org/JTE

Journey To Excellence in Your Unit
Journey to Excellence gives units a framework for planning their year, a method of evaluating unit success and a way to
recognize your unit for great Scouting. Unit metrics include:

For Scoutbook user guides, visit: bit.ly/Scoutbook

•

Planning and budgeting

Logging Service Hours

•

Membership growth and retention

•

Program including advancement, outdoor activities/camping and service projects

•

Leadership recruitment and training

Service hours help you achieve Journey to Excellence recognition and helps Scouting share its impact with the community.
To log your service hours you can access your Unit’s Scoutbook account, or sign into your My.Scouting.org account,
select “Menu,” then scroll down to “BSA Weblink,” select “Internet Advancement 2.0” and enter the hours there. To do
that, you will need your Unit’s 4 digit number (so, if you’re Pack 1, your 4 digit number is 0001), then go to “roster”,
select “all” or “individual,” “record progress,” “service hours” for a service project activity you create there. If you run
into any issues, please contact the Volunteer Service Center at 770-989-8820.

Commissioner Service

Internet Rechartering

Led by the Council Commissioner, the Commissioner team is a group of volunteers that provides service to the Council,
Districts, chartered organizations and units. These leaders are appointed by the Council Commissioner with the approval
of the Council Board of Directors and the recommendation of the District Committee.

Internet Renewal puts the power of accuracy in your hands. Units only need to log into your My.Scouting.org account.

What Do Commissioners Do?

•

Go to BSA Weblinks and choose Internet Advancement 2.0

•

When your unit comes up,select Recharter form the Menu

•

Follow online instructions to complete recharter

System can be accessed after October 1st to begin processing your Renewal, but be aware that any membership you submit to
Council after the date that you log in for the first time will not show on your Renewal and will require a separate payment for
the next year to be included. You can continue to have members register for your unit via BeAScout.org where they will be
assessed the fess for the coming year and the remainder of the current year and appear on your final roster! Verify your
roster through My.Scouting.org before beginning. By thoroughly reviewing before you begin will reduce errors.
Be sure to attach original applications for anyone you add to your roster and upload into the recharter. After completing
the recharter you will click on the Validate and Pay button. You will be given the opportunity to pay using a Credit Card,
Echeck or pay directly to council. The choice is yours! All recharters should be completed prior to December 31st.

E-Learning
Several online learning courses are available via My.Scouting.org including:
•
•

Youth Protection
Training
All Cub Scout Leader
Training except
Outdoor (or “BALOO”)

•
•
•

Troop Committee
Challenge
New Venturing
Leader Training
Weather Hazards

•
•
•
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Safe Swim Defense /
Safety Afloat
Climb on Safely
Trek on Safely

•
•

Scoutmaster
Fundamentals
Merit Badge
Counselor

Commissioners are an extension of the council’s professional staff in service to chartered organizations and to the Units
in the Atlanta Area Council. Commissioners provide help and guidance for Unit Renewal and the Journey to Excellence
program. They provide supplemental training and unit support at monthly Roundtable meetings. This group of Scouters
offers updated District/Council/National information to the local Units to help leaders provide the best program
available to our youth.

What is a Unit Commissioner?
A Unit Commissioner is a volunteer Scouter who, through regular unit visits, works directly with units to help them provide
the highest quality Scouting program possible. Unit Commissioners represent the ideals, principles and policies of the Scout
program while providing the resources of the District and Council to the units they serve.

What is Roundtable?
Roundtable is a monthly meeting conducted by the Roundtable Commissioners in each District with the goal of providing
resources, knowledge and skills to leaders to enable and motivate them to deliver outstanding program to their units.
Roundtable provides a forum for leaders in the Scouting program to:
•

Meet and exchange ideas and information with other leaders from their district

•

Learn about upcoming District and Council events and programs

•

Increase knowledge of the Scouting program, policies and procedures

•

Develop exciting new programs that significantly affect the agendas of each Unit in the Scouting program
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AGE-APPROPRIATE
GUIDELINES FOR
SCOUTING ACTIVITIES
Age- and rank-appropriate guidelines have been developed
based on many factors. When planning activities outside of
program materials or handbooks, ask this question: Is the
activity appropriate for the age and for Scouting? Not every
activity needs to be conducted.

LION

LIONS

(WITH ADULT
PARTNER)

TIGER

TIGERS

(WITH ADULT
TI
TIG
GER
PARTNER)

WOLF/BEAR
SCOUTS

WEBELOS
SCOUTS

SCOUTS BSA

OLDER SCOUTS BSA,
SEA SCOUTS,
VENTURERS
(“Older Scouts BSA” are age 13
and have completed eighth
grade or 14 years old and up.)

N

OUTDOOR SKILLS
Venturers Only

Mountaineering/Scrambling/Cross-Country Travel
Search and Rescue Missions
Search and Rescue Practice
Fueled Devices (Stoves and lanterns)
Hiking—Multiple Day
Mountain Boards
Orienteering
Wilderness Survival Training

Castaway Elective

Camporees

Day Visit Only

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Fire Building
Pioneering
Cooking Outdoors

Bear Necessities
Requirement

Horseback Riding

4
4

Map and Compass

Rope Bridges

Map Only
Council/District Events Only

(Check requirements for height restrictions.)

Council/District Events Only

(Check requirements for height restrictions.)

4
4
4

Conservation Projects
Fishing
Hiking—Day

4
4
4

4
4
4

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

TOOLS (See handbook requirements, merit badge pamphlets, and Age Guidelines for Tool Use, No. 680-028, for additional limits.)
Power Tools—Chain Saws, Log Splitters, Wood Chippers, Power Saws

Axes

4
4
4

Bow Saws
Pocketknife

Bear Only

4

4

4

4
4
4
4

4
4
4
4

Backpacking—Overnight, Backcountry
Bike Treks—Multiple Overnights
Ski Touring—Multiple Days and Nights Carrying Gear

4

4

4

4

4
4
4
4

4
4
4
4
4

SHOOTING (See shooting sports guides at www.scouting.org. Note: Shooting at each other is prohibited.)

OLDER SCOUTS BSA,
SEA SCOUTS,
VENTURERS
(“Older Scouts BSA” are age 13
and have completed eighth
grade or 14 years old and up.)

Drivers must be currently licensed and at least 18 years of age.
Approved Council Use Only; No Unit Use

Personal Watercraft (PWC)

Approved Council Use Only; No Unit Use

BMX Biking
Mountain Biking

4

Bike—Day Trip

4

4
4
4

4
4
4

Caving

Snow and Ice Climbing
Belaying
Rock Climbing
Amusements—Aerial Adventure Parks
Amusements—Canopy Tours
Amusements—Zip Lines

4

Rappeling
COPE

Age-Appropriate Initiative Games

Bouldering
(age-appropriate man-made facility)

Aerial Towed Activities

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

Not Authorized

(kitesurfing, parasails)

Cliff Jumping, High Dives

Not Authorized

Triathlon: Swim Races in Open Water

Sanctioned Events

4

Paddle Sports: Youth Operated on Class III or Above Whitewater

Approved Council Programs Only

Paddle Sports: Youth Operated on Class I or II Whitewater
Motorboats: Youth Operated

Sailboats and Sailboards: Youth Operated
Snorkeling in Open Water

Surfing
Towed Activities

Pistol Safety and Marksmanship Programs

Council-Run Program

Specialty Programs—Cowboy Action Shooting

Shotguns
Specialty Programs—Airsoft
Specialty Programs—Chalkball
Webelos Resident
Camp Only

(pellet guns)

BB Guns

Council/District Outdoor Programs Only
Council/District Outdoor Programs Only
Council/District Outdoor Programs Only

Catapults/Trebuchets

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Projectiles must be soft and small (no larger than a tennis ball).
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(check state regulations)

Overnight Cruise on Live-Aboard Vessel

Venturers and Sea Scouts

Muzzleloaders

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

(other than simple novice activities)

Venturers and Sea Scouts

Archery—Field

4
4
4

Lead Climbing

Scuba (See www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/gss02/#h.)

.22 Rifle

4
4
4

COPE AND CLIMBING (See Climb on Safely training and Belay On, No. 430-500.)

Pistols

Slingshots/Wrist Rockets

SCOUTS BSA

All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV)

Centerfire/Large-Bore Rifles

(moving targets)

WEBELOS
SCOUTS

Paddle Sports: Whitewater With Professional Guide on Board

Horse Treks

Archery—Target, Action

WOLF/BEAR
SCOUTS

Personal Water Craft (PWC)

TREKKING (See Trek Safely, 430-125.)

Air Rifle

TIGERS

(WITH ADULT
TI
TIG
GER
PARTNER)

AQUATICS (See handbooks, Safe Swim Defense, and Safety Afloat for restrictions based on skills, such as swimming ability, rather than age.)

Adult Use Only
See Age Guidelines for Tool Use

Day Hikes

LIONS

(WITH ADULT
PARTNER)

TIGER

Driving

Climbing

Power Tools

Hand Tools

Age- and rank-appropriate guidelines have been developed
based on many factors. When planning activities outside of
program materials or handbooks, ask this question: Is the
activity appropriate for the age and for Scouting? Not every
activity needs to be conducted.

LION

VEHICLES

Hunting

Pioneering Towers

AGE-APPROPRIATE
GUIDELINES FOR
SCOUTING ACTIVITIES

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Tubing

(waterskiing, knee boarding, floats)

4

(floating in gently flowing water)

Paddle Sports: Youth Operated on Calm or Gently Flowing Water
Commercial Marine Transport

(ferries, excursion ships)

Day Rides on Large Private Craft With Trained Adult Operator
Swimming
Snorkeling in Confined Water

Passengers Only

4
4
4
4

4

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Paddle Sports Include Canoes, Kayaks, Pedal Boats, Rafts, Rowboats, SUP

4
4
4
4

Water Parks, Slides, and Floating Attractions

4
4
4
4

4
4
4
4

4
4
4
4

4
4
4
4

4
4
4

4
4
4

Appropriate Age Varies by Feature

AIRCRAFT (Complete and follow Flying Plan Checklist, No. 680-672.)
Soaring

(Orientation flights only)

Hot-Air Balloons

(See Tether Guidelines and FAQs at www.scouting.org.)

Orientation Flight

4
4

4
4
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4
4
4

4
4
4

SAFE Project Tool Use
The safety of our Scouts, volunteers, employees, and communities is our top priority.
This document outlines several minimum guiding protocols that adult leaders and other
volunteers must consider for Scouting service projects that include the use of tools.
It is not intended to cover the use of tools integrated into advancement requirements
(i.e., merit badges, handbooks, or adventures).

AGE APPROPRIATE
GUIDELINES—
PROJECT TOOL USE

Wolf / Bear

Webelos

Scouts BSA

Older Scouts
BSA*
Sea Scouts
Venturers

√

√

√

√

√

√

LION

TIGER

Lions / Tigers
with Adult
Partner
TIG
TI
GER

Yard Tools

If it is not practical to meet these protocols, do not conduct the activity or service project.

Rakes, hoes, shovels, small clippers, handheld
(gardening) shovels, trowels
Pickaxes, mattocks, post-hole diggers, carts, dollies,

S = Supervision

wheelbarrows

Qualified adult supervision is on site. They must have the knowledge, skills, and abilities to operate or supervise the
operation of all tools and equipment used for an activity or service project.

Lawn mowers, line trimmers, edgers, hedge trimmers

A = Assessment
Check the area of the project for any hazards, and clear workspace for tool use between participants.
An assessment by qualified supervisors determines what personal protective equipment (PPE) is required. Examples of
PPE include:
• Work gloves
• Safety glasses or face shield
• Safety helmets/hardhats
• Earplugs or muffs
• Steel-toe shoes or sturdy work boots
• Protective aprons or clothing
• Fall protection
• Recommendations of tool manufacturer

Riding mowers, tractors, or other equipment

Adult Use Only

Chain saws (21+ years old with proper training**),
log splitters, woodchippers

Adult Use Only

Wood- and Metal-Working Tools
√

√

√

√

Bear only

√

√

√

Handsaws, wood chisels, wood planes, brace and bits

√

√

Small, handheld electric screwdrivers and
palm sanders

√

√

Hammers, screwdrivers, wood sanding blocks
Pocket or wood-carving knives***

F = Fitness and Skills:

√

√

Belt or large sanders (electric or cordless)

Participation in projects and the use of tools should be based on the mental, physical, emotional, and social maturity of
youth and adult members.
Lions and Tigers cannot use tools during service projects.

Welder****; circular, reciprocating, or radial saws; band
or scroll saws; routers and planers; metal grinders;

Adult Use Only

pressure washers; drill presses; branding irons

E = Equipment and Environment

Painting

Leaders must follow the most restrictive and protective guidelines. The table on page 2 is not comprehensive; tool or
equipment manufacturers’ safety literature about age and skills restrictions will supersede the recommendations.
If in doubt, properly trained and/or experienced adults should be recruited for all tool use or job functions that might be
hazardous or dangerous.
All work at any elevation 4 feet or higher is prohibited for any youth. The first three steps of a step stool or ladder may be
appropriate for older Scouts BSA, Venturing, or Sea Scouts.
Work below grade that includes trenching or excavations (2 feet deep or more) is not appropriate for projects. Belowgrade work such as shallow foundations, post holes, or trail work is appropriate if using hand tools for youth — no
powered tools — provided all underground utilities are clear of the area.

Handheld paint brushes
Paint rollers
Paint rollers with extensions

SAFE: https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/safe/

Ladders or scaffold (4 feet or higher requires fall
protection)

√

√

√

√

√

√

√
Adult Use Only

Prohibited Activities (See numbers 16 & 17): https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/gss07/#b

* older Scouts BSA members are age 13 and have completed eighth grade or are 14 years old and up

Ladder Safety Moment: https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/safety-moments/ladder-safety/

*** requires the youth to have earned the Whittling Chip or Totin’ Chip
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√

Elevated Work
Ladders or step stools (limited to the first 3 steps only)

Portable Hand and Power Tools Checklist (NIOSH): https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2004-101/chklists/r1n50p~1.htm

√

√

Paint sprayers

Resources
SAFE Service Project Planning Checklist: https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/healthsafety/pdf/680-027.pdf

√

** chain-saw training must meet (a) a state or federally recognized chain saw training course approved by the council; or (b) the BSA Chain Saw Basic Training course, No. 430-136

680-028
2021 Revision

**** Welding merit badge participation is exempt
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Venturing

Venturing is an inclusive program through the Boy Scouts of America for males
and females aged 14-20 (or 13 and completed the 8th grade). It’s operated through
Venturing Crews, Units of youth and advisors that meet on set schedules and plan
activities and events for youth like you!

Facebook.com/AACVenturing
Twitter.com/AACVenturing

The Venturing program aims to enable young adults to:

Instagram.com/AACVenturing

•

Experience a program that is fun and full of challenge and adventure

•

Acquire skills in the area of their crew’s specialty

•

Become a skilled training and program resource for other youth groups

•

Experience positive leadership from adult and youth leaders and be given opportunities to take on leadership roles

•

Learn to make ethical choices throughout their lives by instilling the values of the Scout Oath and Law

•

Have a chance to learn and grow in a supportive, caring and fun environment

National High Adventure Bases
In addition to the amazing camps operated by the Atlanta Area Council, Troops have the opportunity to experience one
of the national high adventure bases. Troops or Crews should plan to register 18 months in advance of their trek.

Philmont Scout Ranch
Today’s Philmont Scout Ranch is a bustling center for high adventure and training. Youth and adults take advantage of the
Ranch’s camping, training and work programs. Most activity takes place during the summer, but Philmont also offers Autumn
Adventure and Winter Adventure programs. More than 1,000,000 Scouts, Venturers and leaders have experienced the
adventure of Philmont since the first camping season in 1939.
PhilmontScoutRanch.org

Northern Tier
Northern Tier is the Boy Scouts of America’s gateway to adventure in the Great Northwoods. In the summer, Scouts from
Northern Tier’s three wilderness canoe bases explore millions of acres of lakes, rivers, forests and wetlands in Minnesota,
Ontario and Manitoba. In the winter, Northern Tier is home to the OKPIK Cold-Weather Camping program.

Order of the Arrow

NTier.org

Founded in 1915, the Order of the Arrow has recognized Scouts and Scouters who best exemplify the Scout Oath and
Law in their daily lives for over 100 years. The Order of the Arrow has over 160,000 members in lodges affiliated with
more than 270 local BSA councils. In 2019, the Order of the Arrow membership requirements were revised to include
Scouts BSA Troops, Venturing Crews and Sea Scout Ships.

Egwa Tawa Dee Lodge

Florida Sea Base
The Florida Sea Base, located in the Florida Keys, is a unique Scouting program that offers aquatics programs found nowhere
else. Come and enjoy sailing, scuba diving, rustic camping on an undeveloped barrier island, fishing or a combination of all.
BSASeaBase.org

An Order of the Arrow lodge is the Unit of the Order of the Arrow that matches up with a Local Council. Egwa Tawa Dee
Lodge is the Lodge affiliated with the Atlanta Area Council. Egwa Tawa Dee helps the Atlanta Area Council provide a
quality Scouting program through methods such as recognition of Scouting spirit, youth leadership development and
adventurous programming.
The Lodge is divided into chapters that correspond to the Council’s districts. Chapters support their district and the
lodge in achieving their goals and purpose.

District

Chapter

District

Appalachian Trail
Button Gwinnett
Foothills
Hightower Trail

Achewon Woapalane
Tella Qualla Boundary
Kennesaw
Etowah

Phoenix
Silver Comet
Soapstone Ridge
Southern Crescent

Echota
Silepl Ilaonëtu
Thennethlofkee
Wvhvlv en Hvresse

Indian Springs
Northern Ridge
Pickett’s Mill

Osten Nokose
Lowanee Nimat
Silepl Ilaonëtu

Southwest Atlanta
Yellow River

Wesadicha
Nagatemen
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Summit Bechtel Reserve
Situated in the wilds of West Virginia, The Summit is an adventure center for the millions of youth and adults involved in
the Boy Scouts of America and anyone who loves the outdoors. Troops can participate in week-long or weekend programs.
SummitBechtelReserve.org

Chapter
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1800 Circle 74 Parkway SE
Atlanta, GA 30339
770.989.8820
AtlantaBSA.org
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