
a Boy Scout!
Bt1 Morris Cowan I AUM

His teenage mother came from Cuba by way of Florida
in search of freedom and a better l i fe. She ultirrrately
nrarried and moved to NewYork Ciry. For years she
e-nclured a dysfunctional, often abusive, relationship
with her husband. She remained in the relatior.rshio
bccause of hc.r now twelve year old son, Travis. Two
vears ago hcr husband c'l ied.

Tir break from her past ancl launch a frcsh start, she
and Travis came to Atlanta to find lrope and a r.rcw life.
Howt,vcr, hopt' iulness anrl thal n"* i i f,. '  werc clusive.
Hot.treless ancl in crisis, the-y enterccl AUM's My Sister's
House. Thcir world bcgar.r to change'. Having completed
thc recovery progalr, rlothcr and son moved toVillage
Atlanta in College Park GA. Though Iife was better, the
strueglcs l.rac'l bccn harcl on youngTr-avis. Hc was thc
"r.rcw kid irom NewYrrk City"at school. Hc was rritr.rr
pickccl on, cor.ninp; hor.r.rc ct lot iorral ly clrairrccl ancl cl istresscrl .
[ ]r-rt  love betwecrr mothcr ancl sorr brought ncw coLlragc cach clay.

He was often picked on, coming home
emotionally drained and distressed.

But loae between mother and son
brought new courage each doy.

In March of t l.r is year sor-ncthing ur-rcxpecte-d happcnecl. Travis arrcl
l.r is nrothcr wcre' invitecl by Ms. Dolorcs Hannort, District lharcl
Mcnrber oi thc l lov Scouts oiAr.nc.rican, to r.nakc a prcscntatior.r
to thc Soutl.r Fr-rlton District oi thc l lSA Ror-rrrdtablc about l i fc at
Vil lagc Atlar-rta.Travis hac'l ncver r.naclc a prcscntation bciorc, br"rt, by
thc cncl of his talk about having fitrr.rcl hope atVil lage Atlarrta, t l.rerc
was no onc in thc audicr-rcc unaiicctcrl bv his storv.

Also attencling the' n.rcctirrg wcrc Chris Walkcr, District Conrr.r.ris-
sioncr, ancl MoniclucThylor, Arc.a 1 Ficld Directtrr of the BSA.
lVith a nod frorrr each Ms. Harmon askeclTravis if he would l ike
to go camping. Also, would he l ike to become a Bov Scout in her
tnxrp? Wit l . r  a  hugc gr in, ' l rav is  answcrcc l , "YtrSl" ' l  he ncxt  cvcni r . rg
Ms. Harmon pickccl r-rp Tr-avis, anti prcscntecl hini with uniiorr.ns,
boots, and camping gcar. Fully ecluippcd Travis, Ms. Harnron and
Troop 100 clcpartecl for a wce-kcnd of camping. lirday, Tiavis is a
fully cngaged [3oy Scout, attendirrg r-neetings with his rrcw troop
just two miles fromVillage' Atlanta.

But the story corrtirrr-rcs. Ms. Harrt-ron launclrccl arr crrail canrfraigr-r
to District leaders aboutVil lagc Atlar.rta rcsulting in thc facil i tr, '
being officially designated as the' major se'rvice projcct ior all Sor,rt lr
Fultor.r DistrictTroops, and espccially for Eaglc Scout car.rrl idatcs
cornpleting requirernents. And plans are in the lvorks firr a possible
Cub Scout Pack for the youngcr boys. Ms. Harmon caul;ht thr'
visiorr of the Mission's rnission antl errgagcrl. Due to onc lady's
incxhaustiblc efforts and lovc ior childrcn in crisis, Ms. Harmon
ar.rd thc BSA South Fulkrn District have'r.naclc it nossiblc forTravis's
t-t.tottt to sa1,,"Tiavis is a Boy Scor-rt!"

Thosc at thc March r.r.rcctins witncssed thc r-rrrcxpectetl .rrrival trf
t l . re  Holr ,Spi r i t  in  t l - rc  I ivcs o ia vour-rgrnan,  h is  mothcr  ancl  ntanv
othcrs. (irt l has callctl r lanv ir.rto seruicc thnrugl.r thc Missior.r ancl
oitcn rcvcals His plans irr ur-rcxpccteci l i fc changing ways. We wor-rlcl
Iovc to hcar vour strlry about l-row Cod lras r-rse'd vc'rr-r to se'rve otlrcrs
througl.r thc Missiorr. l ' lcasc call or c.nrail atrcl sharc vour blessings
witlr us! (Morris Cowan, Dircctor oi Dcvckrpn.rent - 404 367 -2278

rur morris.cowan@lr-rryar-rr-n.org)

God has called manrt into seroice
i i l l ' ous l l  t l t c  i t uss l ( ) i l  t t t t t t  ( u tL i t

reaeals His ptlnns in unexpected life
changing ways.
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